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Licensing

In the last Newsletter I reported that bSb had applied to sell alcohol till 2 am, but had instead been required to stop doing so at midnight, and close half an hour later. Two other bars, Sasparilla and Papaji's Teahouse, had also applied to carry on till long after midnight, but these applications were at that time undecided. Together with Roger Mortimer of RCAS, we strongly opposed them. We were able to withdraw our objections to Papaji when they amended their application to conform to the 12/12.30 pattern of bSb.  Sasparilla, who were seeking to escape from this pattern, did not amend their application significantly, and at the hearing in April it was rejected out of hand, so that their hours too stay at 12/12.30.  

More recently, Alter Ego applied to increase their bar area, without any increase in the numbers admitted, and in return agreed to close at midnight instead of 12.30, and on this basis we did not object. Other minor applications recently have included Rockfish and Penfolds, two re-named restaurants (previously Fishworks and Quartier Vert) wishing to serve alcohol with meals, Boston Tea Party, wishing to serve alcohol till 6 pm, and Mariposa (previously Alibi), wishing to open at 8 am, but not for the sale of alcohol; we have not objected to any of these applications. 

Bob Chambers

Planning
Rather than a summary of planning applications over the last few months, this is an update on Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs), aiming to raise awareness and to generate action

There is an ongoing problem of HMOs in our area, as with other parts of the city.  This has been exacerbated over recent years, primarily by the increase in the number of university students.  Clifton has the highest percentage of students in the city, with the problems that this creates.  This report is not a complaint against students as such, particularly when they are housed in appropriate university accommodation: it is against the uncontrolled increase in HMOs, particularly when lived in by transients.  (I have mentioned only HMOs with students, the main sort in our area, but there are others, e.g. for foreign immigrant workers, for those needing care etc).

The National Organisation of Residents’ Associations (NORA) is responding to the Government’s Consultation Paper on HMOs, hoping that they can be defined as a new Class C4, thus giving local planning authorities adequate powers to control the siting of new HMOs. 

The problems of HMOs:
1 HMOs are second homes for most occupants, and there is a loss of a family home whenever an HMO is created, thus adding to the shortage of dwellings suitable for family accommodation.

2 HMOs are businesses run for profit.  Those with students pay no council tax, nor are they liable for business rates although all residents use the facilities provided by the local authorities and the NHS.
3 Because they escape planning authority scrutiny, student ghettoes appear in university towns.  It should be possible to link future university funding to the provision of adequate purpose-built student accommodation.

4 There are ongoing problems of anti-social behaviour, litter, parking problems and the demographic change in an area, resulting in the under-use of many community facilities leading to their closure, and pressure on and over-use of community services.

5 Landlords are often far from fastidious in maintenance of the property, so that the general tone of the street and value of neighbouring houses goes down.

The biggest danger we face is the insidious increase in HMOs, as such a change of use when a house is sold is not flagged up because planning permission is not needed.  Overnight an individual resident can discover that the family home next door has been converted into an HMO.

We need to be active in ensuring that HMOs come under planning control.
Dorothy Field
Neighbourhood Watch
The Neighbourhood Watch scheme continues to help reduce crime and assists in the development of neighbourliness.  By everyone being more conscious of the possibility of a crime being committed and taking appropriate action, however small, we can help maintain the safety of our area.

We are currently seeking someone to act as the Co-ordinator for Sector 2 area, which covers the Miles Road, Duchess Road, Osborne Road and 68-104 Pembroke Road (even numbers only).
The role is not very demanding, and primarily involves linking with contact people in the area. 

Further details are available from Ernie Peck, SJRA Co-ordinator on 0117 9730429.

A Ringmaster system exists, through which Wendy Hull, North Bristol NHW Administrator, sends ‘ringmaster’ messages from the police giving warnings of crimes in the area. If you would like to receive such messages, please email Elinor Whitaker at elinorwhitaker@blueyonder.co.uk and she will arrange for them to be forwarded to you.

The condition and siting of our Neighbourhood Watch signs has been reviewed and action will be taken shortly to clean or replace some of the existing signs as well as adding new signs. This, hopefully, will contribute to a more effective promotion of the scheme within the area.

Remember, if you see a crime in progress, at risk of being committed or an offender is still on or near the scene, then call 999.  If you see anything suspicious then get a description, car registrations etc and call the Police on 0845 456 7000 – as well as alerting them to potential problems, this also gives them the power to stop and search should this be necessary.

Ernie Peck

Environment
 

Problems with drains:  the Council has undertaken a lot of work this year unblocking drains of leaves etc, but the combination of extremely heavy downfalls and parked cars has caused problems.  This is largely due to the Victorian drains that are gradually being replaced. 

Wheelie bins kept on pavements:  an ongoing issue and one we should all be trying to combat!  Alma Vale Road has introduced communal street bins that seem to be working well and did not cause too much of a problem during the Bin Men’s strike. The Council has been working closely with the University, which has greatly lessened the rubbish accumulating at the end of term, as there have been extra collections. 

The plastic bottle banks by Clifton Down Station are a huge success especially as they now take yoghurt pots, plastic food containers and a lot more besides bottles. 

Parking is an ongoing issue and we are being kept up to date with developments for introducing the Clifton Parking Zone (CPZ), which is only in the planning stages at present. Also we are keeping an eye on the parking of Junkaway trucks in our area. 

Trees:  We’re also hoping that the Council will be pruning the bottom of the trees in St John’s Road, which are now taking over most of the pavement space and can make walking rather perilous.
 Patsy Rose

Clifton Mini Market
The shop in Alma Vale Road, which Satnam Singh has run for ten years, has been refurbished and is open for business again with an even greater variety of stock than before.  It is open from 7.00 am to 8.00 pm, and you can buy newspapers, toiletries, cards, sweets, cigarettes and a great deal more. There is also a large selection of fresh, frozen and tinned food, and the shop caters for a variety of ethnic tastes. In the much enlarged off-licence section there is a wide selection of beers, wines and spirits from all around the world. If there is something you want but don’t see, you can order it, and there is free delivery to the elderly and disabled within a two mile radius.  You can pay by credit or debit card and top up your mobile phone. You can even get your photocopying and dry cleaning done.

Most importantly, the shop is at the heart of our neighbourhood where we can meet people and chat in an unhurried atmosphere.  We campaigned long and hard to keep the post office open. Sadly, we lost but we should support our local shop.  Use it or lose it.

Derek Jay
(who has used the shop for thirty years!)
The Corner Club
This year has been overshadowed by the sudden death of Yvonne Burnaby-Davies, our excellent cook and delightful friend, who had served the Corner Club for many years.  This left us with a big hole to fill, but fortunately Kit Edwards agreed to take over as our cook, with Ros Napier as his assistant, and our members continue to enjoy fine cooking.

We have about thirty old people as members, plus around fifteen volunteers.  The Club meets in the Apostle Room (Clifton Cathedral) every Monday (apart from holidays) at 10.30, and we start with morning coffee and a chance to read the daily papers, play cards or scrabble, and of course chat!  On alternate weeks we have an exercise session.  Lunch is served at 12.30, followed by a variety of entertainments, such as music, sing-alongs, guest speakers, slide shows and quizzes.  We finish at 3.00, occasionally later when we have an outside activity.  Our summer trip was to Highfields Garden Centre at Whitminster, where we all enjoyed lunch, and then had time to look around and shop.
2009 marks our 20th anniversary, a great achievement, with a number of founder helpers still involved.  We had a celebration lunch of roast turkey and strawberries, with a “Land of Hope and Glory” theme and a sing-song.  The Corner Club is in good shape, and looks forward to celebrating many more years of service to our old folks.

Sue Ryan

Crime Prevention
There have been slight increases over the last 2 months both in thefts from motor vehicles and in burglary. There is no particular method of entry being used that is significantly higher than the others.

As usual I would remind everyone that we are expecting the imminent arrival of students with all their laptops, Ipods etc. In short we are to become a honey pot for burglars once more. Please be extra vigilant over home security, and if you or anyone you know would like free advice on home security let us know. 

There have been complaints over the street drinkers that sit on the benches at the junction of Alma Rd with Whiteladies Rd. The main issue has been that our usual bunch has been joined by several new people. The new additions have changed the discussions held, from philosophical debates to drunken arguing & swearing and general disorder. We have managed to remove most of group who have decided to drink elsewhere, and hopefully things are returning to the way they used to be.

Following a recent prosecution of a local licensee (for breach of their conditions) there have been many fewer complaints about bars/clubs along the Whiteladies Rd.

We still hold our local beat surgeries every Thursday from 10:00 to 13:00 at Clifton Down shopping centre. Please come and see us if you would like to speak to your neighbourhood team.
Jez Burstow
The local Police website is http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk.  For further advice about home and business security follow the link to Crime Reduction and Community Safety.

http://www.crimereduction.gov.uk also has plenty of information for reducing crime, and there is an interesting site about the police helicopter and what it has been doing at http://www.westerncounties.org.uk
PC 278 Jez Burstow (0117 945 4417, is the Beat Manager for Clifton East, which includes the SJRA area:

Jeremy.Burstow@avonandsomerset.police.uk)

He is supported by PCSO 7068 Sue Passmore (0117 945 4455), and PCSO 9758 Richard Yule:

Susan.Passmore@avonandsomerset.police.uk and Richard.Yule@avonandsomerset.police.uk
all at Redland Police Station, Lower Redland Road, Bristol BS6 6SU.
Other useful websites, telephone numbers and general information
Crimestoppers is completely independent of the Police. It is an independent charitable trust. Informants will NOT have to declare any personal details, nor appear in court/police station or any other public place associated with the information that they give. Crimestoppers is NOT a substitute for the 999 Emergency Call system but is, merely, an information gathering service. They want to know what you know – not who you are – 0800 555 1111.
To prevent unsolicited telephone calls: contact the Telephone Preference Service on 0845 0700707

or http://www.tpsonline.org.uk 
To prevent unsolicited mail: contact the Mail Preference Service on 0845 703 4599

or http://www.mpsonline.org.uk 

To stop receipt of 'un-addressed' junk mail: contact Royal Mail on 08457 950 950.
To check for ‘scams’: go to http://www.oft.gov.uk
or go to http://www.google.co.uk and type in ‘Urban Myths’ plus a subject (e.g. carjacking or prize) in the search box. This will reveal all manner of current scams on your chosen subject.

Bristol City Council’s main switchboard is 0117 922 2000 and the website is http://www.bristol.gov.uk.

You can report blocked drains to the council by phoning them on 0117 922 2100

or e-mailing them at customer.services@bristol.gov.uk (or see http://www.bristol.gov.uk/streetcare/).

If you have any other environmental issues please contact Patsy Rose, and she will do her best to direct them in the right direction with the Council (rosepatsy@hotmail.co.uk, tel. 973 9292).                              
SJRA website is http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html (note the double ‘r’s).

News and dates of future meetings are sometimes available here, along with current and previous copies of the Newsletter.

Newsletter Editor:  I have agreed to take on this job in addition to my role as treasurer, but only on a temporary basis – offers to succeed me would be welcomed ...  We are all most grateful to Greg Nunan for his efforts over the past five years in producing these newsletters – and of course also to our various contributors, most of them regular.
Communication by email:  If you’d like to receive newsletters by email, please could you give me your email address (my contact details are at the end of this newsletter)? You can also receive advance notice of meetings this way, so please state which you would like to receive. Note that these will be by blind copy so other people will not see your email address.  Let me know if you’d like to pay your subscription online or by standing order.
Subscriptions:  Our subscription has remained at its current level of £3 per household (£2 for individual members) for many years, and that’s what it is for 2009/10.  However at the last AGM (in April) a large majority voted that as from 2010/11 the subscription be increased to £5 per household (£3 for individuals).
Should you wish to become a volunteer helper at the Corner Club (they particularly need volunteer drivers to bring members in and to collect them) please contact the Club Coordinator, Sue Ryan, on 0117 956 9061. 

If any readers have any ideas for what they would like to see in the Newsletter, then please tell me or any other committee member. Even better, if you have something relevant that you can contribute then we would be delighted to hear from you.  SJRA members may attend committee meetings if they wish – these take place about every 6 weeks at the Alma Church.  Please contact Derek Miller if you wish to do so.
Patrick Benham
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