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St  John’s Residents’ Association Newsletter, Autumn 2011

Licensing Report

There have been several applications for new licences or variations in recent months. Domino’s Pizza of Whiteladies Gate applied for a minor variation, to increase the number of their delivery drivers from three to five. We objected, and the application was refused. The new branch of Sainsbury’s in the old Woolworth’s shop (towards the top of Whiteladies Road on the west side) applied to sell alcohol until 11.00 pm every night. We objected, but the application was successful, perhaps not surprisingly, as similar hours are enjoyed by the Co-op (formerly Somerfield) just down the road. 

The butchers Ruby & White, which has recently opened in what used to be Threshers (on the west side of Whiteladies Road between Alma Road and Melrose Place) applied to sell alcohol until 9.00 pm on Monday to Saturday nights and until 4.00 pm on Sundays. Since this application was for off-sales only, and the hours proposed are shorter than those previously operated by Threshers, we did not object. We also made no objection to an application from the Westbourne Hotel, on the corner of St Paul’s Road and Oakfield Place, to sell alcohol until 11.00 pm on Sunday to Thursday nights and midnight on Friday and Saturday nights.

We reported in the last newsletter that, in March, Clifton Mini Mart (the shop on the east side of Cotham Hill previously occupied by Benny’s Chicken) was granted a licence to sell alcohol until 10.00 pm every night. They have now applied for a variation to their licence which would enable them to sell alcohol until midnight on Sunday to Thursday nights, and until 12.30 am on Friday and Saturday nights. We have objected to this proposed change, which will be considered at a hearing in September. 
Brendan Biggs and Fiona Bristow

Planning Report

The summer has been very quiet in terms of planning, with not many controversial applications submitted.  However Garaway’s still remains a problem for those residents on Whatley Road who will have to have a 10 metre wall approximately 10 metres from their houses.  I don’t think this is fair, as technically the developers don’t need to put houses right up to the boundary wall.  The application to turn the Auction Rooms into a day nursery seems to have disappeared after I wrote to all the residents at the Whiteladies Road end of Apsley Rd to object to it.  There is an application to put green neon lights on the Lloyds bank on Whiteladies Rd opposite Apsley Road.  I would ask that all residents object to this, as this is a listed building and we don’t need neon lights to know where the bank is.

Marcus Bruton

Corner Club

We have continued to be very active during the months before our summer break.  As well as our regular exercise sessions we have enjoyed various musical items including a ‘sing along’ with Alec, as well as Sally and Ken’s musical quiz and entertainment from the Keynotes. Jo Jeffrey gave a wonderful talk entitled ‘The Magic of Herbs’ whilst making various herb trinkets which were raffled off after the talk.  Roger talked to us about Bristol during the Great War and we had a session of poems and jokes brought in by the members.  

We went on a trip to Highfield Garden World, near Whitminster, where we had a wonderful lunch and did a great deal of shopping.  We celebrated our 22nd anniversary with a party.  We had a visit from our MP, Stephen Williams, and also from a film crew as a short film is being made which features some of our members and volunteers talking about what the Club means to us.  We rounded off this session with an old fashioned cream tea, complete with scones and cakes.

Sue Pears
Diamond Jubilee
Since the summer meeting Patrick Benham emailed the online membership of SJRA to ask (on my behalf) whether people were interested in having a community party in the Alma Gardens.  I have received only four responses, three in favour and one against.  Please contact me on marcus4clifton@hotmail.com if you wish to express your opinion before the committee makes a decision on the community street party.
Marcus Bruton

Crime Report

As usual I will start my report with a summary of rates for our priority crimes: I am happy to tell you that motor vehicle crime and burglary rates are very low.  During June and July we have had 14 burglaries, of which only 6 were from residential dwellings.  The remaining 8 were all from outside sheds or commercial premises.  This shows a reduction of one third from the same period last year.

Our perennial problem, theft from motor vehicles, also remains low, with only 14 incidents over the same period.  The police priority crime team has been working hard in our area, using pro-active means such as ‘stinger cars’ to target hotspot roads.  The district focus team is another pro-active unit on the police, and has caught two prolific criminals breaking into a car by the Roo bar.  Both of these men subsequently received custodial sentences.

The end of the educational year did not bring about too many reports of anti-social behaviour, although there are still several nuisance addresses which the neighbourhood policing team will be targeting over the summer months.

A survey last year showed that Whiteladies Road was in the top 20 roads in Bristol for reports of violent crime.  This covered everything from reports of foul language to actual bodily harm.  An analysis of the figures showed around one such report a week, and this was deemed too high.  The Clifton neighbourhood policing team has carried out a lot of work on this, and this year we have been removed from the list.  Visits to licensed premises have been the key, and the efforts of the joint police and council licence enforcement team have been greatly appreciated.  

Cycle theft remains a national problem, and we in Clifton suffer the same as everyone else.  One major issue is the generally poor quality of cycle locks which are used, and I highly recommend anyone buying a lock to visit a cycle shop first and speak to the staff.  In my experience staff are always keen cyclists and will offer good advice.  All property can be registered on the Immobilise website (www.immobilise.com) for free.  This enables a check as to whether property has been stolen, and is used by all the main pawnbrokers.

Thank you for your continued support,
 Jez Burstow

Neighbourhood Watch

It has been a relatively quiet summer on the Ringmaster system.  The Ringmaster is the NHW messaging system that sends out information about criminal activity in our area to “Contact “people, who then pass the messages on to their immediate neighbours.  Our Watch was short of Contact persons so we leafleted our area.  This resulted in 13 new recruits and now there is a Contact person for almost every street in our area.  Ideally we should have one Contact for every 5 to 10 households.   The idea behind the scheme is not only to pass on ringmaster messages and help reduce crime, but also for neighbours to communicate with each other and so to create stronger communities.
The NHW slogan is: where communities thrive no crime will survive.

In May the expanding group of Contacts met in the Alma Tavern and Elaine Collingwood, the Neighbourhood Watch Administrator, joined us to for a chat and to answer questions.  We will be meeting again in the Alma Tavern on Tuesday the 20th September at 6.30.   Do come along to meet some new neighbours, and perhaps sign up to become a contact person.

 

The September Watch Newsletter carried an item about electric blanket testing.  Bristol City Council and Avon Fire and Rescue Services are offering free electric blanket checks and minor repairs.  To book an appointment ring 0117 922 3422.

Meanwhile if you see a crime in progress call 999.  If you see anything suspicious, get a description and call the Police on the non-emergency number.  Please note that from the 19th September this telephone number will change from 0845 456 7000 to 101.  Calls will cost 15p per call.

Wiesje Hockey

Community Notice Board.


Following the SJRA meeting in the early summer I wrote again to the Neighbourhood Partnership to ask what licences were required to undertake the siting of the joint SJRA and ORRA Notice Board in Alma Road, opposite the Royal Bank of Scotland.  The Notice Board (which was passed for funding by the Neighbourhood Partnership several months ago) has not yet been erected, but Christian Martin and Simon Cook have got on the case, engaging directly with the council officers in the planning department.  Christian has now come back to report that the planning officer has confirmed that the siting of the board is not a problem.  He further says that the contractors will need to make an application for a licence to excavate the area (which will take approximately two days to be issued).  This licence will be at no cost to the Association as the funding is coming via the Partnership.  The money will be released into the Association's bank account, and the work can commence as soon as our contractors are ready and have the relevant licence.

Many thanks to Christian and Simon for engaging directly with the planning officers and moving this issue forward.  I look into getting some quotes for the work to be done, and will liaise with Christian to ensure that the work moves ahead smoothly. 

Marcus Bruton 
Update on Alma Vale Road Rubbish
This report deals with the past 166 days, up to September 1st.  During that time there has been a continued improvement as far as refuse and bottle bins are concerned, but only a slight improvement in the amount of fly-tipping – there is often a gap left between the cardboard bin and the other bins, and this encourages fly-tipping.



Green bottle bins full for 7 days 



Clear bottle bins full for 1 day 



Cardboard bins full for 89 days

Refuse bins full for 37 days

Rubbish on pavement for 134 days

Tin can bin full for 1 day

Derek Jay

Environment

Following the AGM in April, several residents came forward expressing interest in supporting our work addressing a broad range of issues related to improving our local environment.  Therefore it was decided to form a new environment committee of the St John’s Residents’ Association.  At its first meeting the committee developed a detailed action plan, and it was decided that for the next 12 months the focus of the committee’s work would be tackling waste management, particularly the waste being left on our streets and pavements.  Committee members have already met with the Bristol City Council lead officer.

Many of the local businesses we have spoken to are very interested in helping us to improve our local environment, as well as the wider work of the SJRA.  This is clearly of value to both sides.

In order to have the highest chance of success in this area it is clear that we need to engage closely with the residents who live here for short periods of time.  Therefore we are also planning to launch a new initiative to get alongside students coming into the area.  This will include a “welcome pack” and an event in late October to which students will be invited to meet local residents … more news to follow!

If you experience problems with noise or rubbish from student neighbours, you may wish to report this to the appropriate university, who will address them directly with the people concerned.  The contact details are: 

Bristol University: conduct-accom@bris.ac.uk, or 0117 954 6640 (office hours only)
UWE: Nigel2.England@uwe.ac.uk, or 0117 328 1366 (office hours only)
The most powerful way that we can make a difference is for each and every one of us to take responsibility for saying and/or doing something when we see things going on that spoil the beautiful area we live in.        
If you have any issues you would like to see addressed and you think we can help, or any ideas for how we can improve where we live, we would love to hear from you – however small or big you may think the issue is.  Also we would really welcome new members on the environment committee – we have a long action plan to deliver!  Please contact me on 07803 935 545 or jonathan_jeanes@hotmail.com (note the _ ).
Jonathan Jeanes

Useful websites, telephone numbers and general information
PC 278 Jez Burstow (0117 945 4417) is the Beat Manager for Clifton East, which includes the SJRA area

Jeremy.Burstow@avonandsomerset.police.uk
He is supported by PCSO 7068 Sue Passmore (0117 945 4455) Susan.Passmore@avonandsomerset.police.uk
Both at Redland Police Station, Lower Redland Road, Bristol BS6 6SU, 0845 456 7000, 101 from Sept 19th
The local Police website is http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk.  For further advice about home and business security follow the link to Crime Reduction and Community Safety.
http://www.crimereduction.gov.uk also has plenty of information for reducing crime, and there is an interesting site about the police helicopter and what it has been doing at http://www.westerncounties.org.uk
Crimestoppers is completely independent of the Police.  It is an independent charitable trust.  Informants will NOT have to declare any personal details, nor appear in court/police station or any other public place associated with the information that they give.  Crimestoppers is NOT a substitute for the 999 Emergency Call system but is, merely, an information-gathering service.  They want to know what you know, not who you are – 0800 555 1111.

To prevent unsolicited telephone calls:  contact the Telephone Preference Service on 0845 0700707

or http://www.tpsonline.org.uk   NB this covers only calls from within UK.
To prevent unsolicited mail:  contact the Mail Preference Service on 0845 703 4599

or http://www.mpsonline.org.uk 

To stop receipt of 'un-addressed' junk mail:  contact Royal Mail on 08457 950 950.

To check for ‘scams’:  go to http://www.oft.gov.uk
or go to http://www.google.co.uk and type in ‘Urban Myths’ plus a subject (e.g.  carjacking or prize) in the search box.  This will reveal all manner of current scams on your chosen subject.

Bristol City Council’s main switchboard is 0117 922 2000 and the website is http://www.bristol.gov.uk.

You can report blocked drains to the council by phoning them on 0117 922 2100

or e-mailing them at customer.services@bristol.gov.uk (or see http://www.bristol.gov.uk/streetcare/).

Bristol Civic Society (www.bristolcivicsociety.org.uk) is concerned with a wide range of environmental issues.  If you have any more local issues please contact Jonathan Jeanes, and he will do his best to direct them to the appropriate Council department.  (jonathan_jeanes@hotmail.com, 07803 935 545)                         
SJRA website is http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html
(note the double “r’s”, and also the number  “1”, not the letter  “l”).  News and dates of future meetings are sometimes available here, along with current and previous copies of the Newsletter.

Communication by email:  If you’d like to receive newsletters by email, please give your email address to Patrick Benham (contact details are at the end of this newsletter).  You can also receive advance notice of meetings this way, so please state which you would like to receive.  Note that these will be by blind copy, so other people will not see your email address.  Let him know if you’d like to pay your subscription online or by standing order.

SJRA members may attend committee meetings if they wish – these take place about every 6 weeks at the Alma Church.  Please contact Fiona Bristow if you wish to do so.
David Jepson (Chairman)

DJLRDP@aol.com
Flat 3, 23 St John’s Road,

BS8 2EY

0117 909 0748


Fiona Bristow (Secretary)
fiona.bristow@bevanbrittan.comFlat 4, 90 Pembroke Road,

BS8 3EG

0117 973 9096
Patrick Benham


(Treasurer & Newsletter)
pandp.benham@blueyonder.co.uk
3 Duchess Road, BS8 2LA

0117 946 7295
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