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St John’s Residents’ Association Newsletter, Spring 2011
AGM:  Our AGM will be at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 20th April in the Alma Church Hall, St John’s Road.  Andrew Morgan (of Hollis Morgan) will be speaking about Housing Matters, in particular about planning and the problem of HMOs (Houses of Multiple Occupants).  There will be refreshments at the end, with a chance to discuss local issues.  All residents are welcome, and subscriptions for 2011/12 are payable at this time.  The meeting will end at around 9.00 pm.
Useful websites, telephone numbers and general information:  I have not included this list in the current newsletter, since we are fortunate in having so many and varied articles.  The list is much the same from issue to issue, and can be found on our website: http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html
(note the double “r’s”, and also the number  “1”, not the letter  “l”), as well as in previous newsletters.
If any member would like to contribute an article to a future newsletter this would be warmly welcomed by your committee, though for reasons of space inclusion cannot be guaranteed.  Any such articles should be sent to me (3 Duchess Road BS8 2LA or pandp.benham@blueyonder.co.uk).
Patrick Benham

Police Report

There has been a marked decrease in the numbers of both motor vehicle crime and domestic burglary during the first quarter of this year.  This is quite likely due to the increased public reassurance patrols that were in place throughout the Jo Yeates investigation.  There has been some excellent work from the Crime team, with several prolific offenders being sentenced to custodial sentences.  However bicycle theft has now started to rise again mainly targeted at cycle racks around the Ward.  Bike theft is a national issue, and the Bridewell team will be concentrating on this over the next 12 months.

The Beat team has been concentrating on visits to licensed premises, and a number of these in the Whiteladies Road strip have been seen.  These visits have been made in the company of the council licensed premises team who will be assisting us in the near future.  As a result several premises have received warnings about breaches of their licence, and one has been shut down.  The Beat team is also heavily involved in a joint working group looking at how we can best manage ‘problem addresses’.  These are predominantly houses of multiple occupation which cause various types of anti-social behaviour.  The powers that we have at present generally take so long to implement that by the time we are able to take legal action the residents have moved on and the whole issue starts again.

The last Neighbourhood Forum meeting was a great success, and there was a large range of issues generated, one of these being the need for a zebra crossing in Pembroke Road by the junction with Guthrie Rd.  The next meeting is on June 6th at 7.00pm at Clifton High School.

Jez Burstow

Survey of Parking
As part of the Neighbourhood Partnership scheme I volunteered to become the Clifton East parking representative.  What this means in practice is probably open to interpretation, but what it means for me is to try to undertake a parking survey of the entire Clifton East electoral ward.  What I would like to do is ask people to email me at melmarsus@hotmail.com (or drop a note in at Garden Flat, 13 Apsley Road, BS8 2SH) about where parking has been restricted by the overzealous use of yellow lines, and where parking is quite frankly downright dangerous, blocking junctions and pedestrian access.  I want to complete a parking map as the first step on the way to getting Clifton residents to take back control of the parking problem and not have solutions imposed upon us by the transport and parking enforcement departments of the council.  Once we have maximised availability of parking we should then consider other more costly schemes.  Please send me your ideas and let's solve our own problems.
Marcus Bruton

Planning:  The Garaways Garden Centre site in Chantry Road
 

For those of you who did not get to the display of options at the Picture House East on 16th March, this is a summary of the position: together with Clifton & Hotwells Improvement Society, we have had many meetings with Angus Meek, Architects, over a number of years.  Angus Meek are representing the Garaway family in searching for a development solution for the site.  The Garaways have resisted offers by developers to take over the development of this valuable piece of land.  As you will know, it is now a requirement for local community groups to be part of the pre-planning application process (this applies to large sites such as this), in order to air the views and concerns of the local residents.  This process has proved valuable in this case, as Angus Meek have listened to us and readily discarded their first and easiest solution, which was to provide a 120-bed student hall.  In the evolutionary progress through a variety of options there is now a final scheme, which is expected to be submitted shortly as a planned application.  This was displayed for the public view a few weeks ago, as mentioned earlier.

The proposal is for 12 town houses, 8 being 4-bedroomed and 4 being 3-bedroomed.  Each house will have parking for 2 cars.  The houses on the street will be much the same height as their neighbours to the west, and are set back (as are the others), with small gardens and some walls, although there has been allowance for off-street parking for the eight houses fronting the street.  Materials have still to be fine-tuned.  Your committee is satisfied with the solution, but individuals are still able to object if they wish.

Dorothy Field
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme (NHW)

 In the first place I want to express a big thank you to Ernie Peck and Ian Mitchell for putting up the new Neighbourhood Watch signs.  Hopefully the fresh looking and legible signs will send out signals of an active NHW scheme and discourage criminal activities in our area.
The objective of the NHW is to improve security, encourage vigilance and prevent crime.  For the Scheme to be effective it is important that more people actively participate.  We urgently need a contact person in the area which covers Miles Road, Duchess Road, Osborne Road and Pembroke Road (68-104).
Contact people receive crime information from the NHW administrator, Elaine Collingwood, via the ringmaster system.  These messages include crime reports as well as warnings of bogus callers or rogue traders calling door to door offering garden services etc.  They then pass any relevant information on to other members.  The aim is to have one contact person per five to ten households.  The scheme encourages all of us to be conscious of the possibility of crime and to take appropriate action.

Wiesje Hockey

Bike Back & Car Club

In response to the ever increasing petrol prices and in an effort to keep fit I was alerted to this great scheme called Bike Back, run by www.lifecycleuk.org.uk.  They take in unwanted bikes or abandoned bikes, which are then refurbished and fixed up by prisoners at HMP Bristol.  Each month they sell them down on St Augustine’s Parade in central Bristol.  Prices start from £40 - £150.  Please contact them on 0117 353 4580 if you either have a bike to donate or are looking for a new one.  
Or alternatively, for those necessary but infrequent car journeys, there is to be an increase in Car Club spaces across Clifton East – it has been shown that for every Car Club space about 20 cars come off the road.  It is a simple and easy scheme, and proposed sites include:  Worrall Road, by Normanton Road;  Downfield Road, by Beaconsfield Road;  Apsley Road, by Whiteladies Road;  St John's Road, by Clifton Down Station;  St John's Road, by Alma Road;  Hanbury Road, by Oakfield Road;   Oakfield Road, by Alexandra Road;  Alma Road, by Sunningdale Road;  Victoria Square, by Queens Road;  Clifton Road, by Queens Road.

http://www.citycarclub.co.uk/locations/bristol-car-hire.

Christian Martin
Licensing Report
Two hearings to determine licensing applications for premises close to our area were heard at the Council House on 17 March 2011.  Fishminster (the restaurant and takeaway at Whiteladies Gate, formerly known as Flipper) needed to apply for a new licence as the previous one had lapsed.  They wanted to serve alcohol in the restaurant until 11pm on Sunday to Thursday nights and midnight on Friday and Saturday nights, and to operate as a takeaway until 1am on Monday nights, 3.00 am on Tuesday to Thursday nights, and 3.30 am on Friday and Saturday nights, as the previous owner had done.  We objected to this application, because the takeaway attracts customers from nearby nightclubs, causing disturbance to residents very late at night.  The Licensing  sub-committee took note of this point:  Fishminster may serve alcohol as they requested, provided that no drinks are taken outside, but may operate as a takeaway every night until midnight only.  
Clifton Mini Mart, the shop on the east side of Cotham Hill (previously occupied by Benny’s Chicken) applied for a licence to sell alcohol until 2.00 am on Sunday nights, 3.00 am on Monday to Thursday nights, and 4.00 am on Friday and Saturday nights.  Again, we objected, pointing out that this would lead to an increase in late-night street drinking in the area; they were granted a licence to sell alcohol every night until 10.00 pm only.  
The bar Sasparilla is reopening on the site formerly occupied by Henry Africa’s Hothouse on the corner of Whiteladies and Aberdeen Roads.  They have applied to serve alcohol until midnight every night, closing at 12.30 am.   Since these are the same hours they had previously, we have made no objection.

In January the Council informed us that Whitelock & Grace, the small bar near the southern entrance to Clifton Down station, was appealing against last year’s decision to grant them a licence to serve alcohol until midnight and close at 12.30 am, both 2 hours earlier than they had requested.  After negotiation a compromise was reached: they must stop serving alcohol at midnight and close at 12.30 am on Sunday to Thursday nights, but on Friday and Saturday nights they may serve alcohol until 1.00 am and close at 1.15 am.  We thought it advisable to accept this compromise of closing 45 minutes later two nights a week, in view of the risk that on appeal the magistrates might have granted the later hours originally requested.  We are concerned, however, at reports that Whitelock & Grace have been using their northern entrance for customers.  This causes disturbance to residents of Whatley Road and is not in accordance with their licence; we shall ask the Council to take enforcement action if necessary.

Bristol City Council approved a revised version of its Licensing Policy on 18 January 2011.  This includes a much better map of the Whiteladies Road cumulative impact area (CIA), and an explanatory statement indicating that the “cumulative impact policy is to be given a purposive interpretation”, which we hope will be helpful.  The policy also includes a new CIA encompassing much of Clifton village.
Brendan Biggs and Fiona Bristow

Corner Club
It was good to see a pick-up in numbers in the New Year, following the small attendances in December due to illness and the bad weather.  We are pleased to welcome a new member, Beryl Banks, who used to be a volunteer for the Club.  So if you want to secure your place for the future you know what to do!

We’ve again had a varied number of interesting and entertaining talks, including “Chocolate éclairs at the Berkeley”, “Foreign students I have hosted and loved” and “Life of an Inventor”.  And, to continue the chocolate theme (after all Easter is approaching), we look forward to a talk on “The beginning and end of Frys”.  We’ve also been entertained by the St John’s Primary School choir, always a joy.

We are most grateful to Liz Pritchard, the daughter of one of our members, who gives us lovely home-made cakes every week, both to be enjoyed at the Club, and to be sold to bolster our finances.

Sue Ryan

Environment

The Association works hard on your behalf to tackle a broad range of issues related to improving our local environment.  These include:

Rubbish: Waste management is a real problem across our area, particularly as we have a high proportion of flats and homes of multiple occupation, together with a relatively transient population.  We work with Bristol City Council to ensure there are adequate rubbish collections and to raise the frequent and recurring problem of rubbish being left in the street or in people’s front gardens.  Please do report problems, either to me or direct to the Council – the more complaints that are made generally means the more action can be taken by local officials.  The Council has been working closely with Bristol University to address the issue of rubbish accumulating at the end of term – extra rubbish collections have really helped.

Recycling: We are very fortunate in having not only doorstep recycling taking a wide range of items, but also the facility to recycle most plastics, close by in the Clifton Down Station Car Park – PLEASE MAKE MAXIMUM USE OF IT (and do report to the number on the bank if it is full)!

Noise: This is a particular problem late at night with people overspilling from nights out on Whiteladies Road into our residential streets.  Again, everyone reporting these problems (however small) to the Council and/or Police as appropriate means that they can take action to resolve problems.  
Student issues:  If you experience problems with noise or rubbish from student neighbours, you may wish to report this to the appropriate university, who will address them directly with the people concerned.

The contact details are below (noting that the telephone numbers operate during office hours only):

Bristol University: conduct-accom@bris.ac.uk, or 0117 954 6640   
UWE: Nigel2.England@uwe.ac.uk, or 0117 328 1366

Other issues:  Other issues we are involved in throughout the year relate to parking, tree management, graffiti, and street lighting.

The most powerful way that we can make a difference is for each and every one of us to take responsibility for saying and/or doing something when we see things going on that spoil the beautiful area we live in.

If you have any issues you would like to see addressed and you think we can help, or any ideas for how we can improve where we live, we would love to hear from you – however small or big you may think the issue is.  Please contact me on 0117 9083019 or jonathan_jeanes@hotmail.com (note the _ ).
Jonathan Jeanes
Update on Alma Vale Road Rubbish
Things continue to improve, except for the cardboard bins which were full on 19 out of 70 days, and also people fly-tipping on 18 out of 70 days.
The paper bins were full on 12 out of 70 days and the refuse bins full on 9 out of 70 days.
Derek Jay

Community Notice Board

We have managed to secure funding from the Neighbourhood Partnership Wellbeing Fund to put a St John’s Residents’ Association Notice Board in Alma Road, on the extended pavement by Clifton Down Shopping Centre.  As this is the boundary between St John’s and Oakfield RA we will be sharing the Notice Board with them, which is great as it will bring the two RAs closer together.  Jez Burstow, the Clifton East Beat Officer, will also have access.  With a bit of luck and an understanding of who owns the land, the Notice Board should be up and running by late summer.  This has been a tireless effort by many of the RA committee members over the last couple of years, particularly Jez Burstow and Sue Pears.
Marcus Bruton
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