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St  John’s Residents’ Association Newsletter, Winter 2010/11

New Secretary

Fiona Bristow has taken over as Secretary of the Association from Derek Miller, who has left the area.  We are most grateful to Derek for the work he has done in recent years.

Crime Report

It would be hard to write a report this month without mentioning the Joanna Yeates investigation.  There has been much speculation in the media, which you may find unsettling.  We urge the public to remain calm, and assure you that everything possible is being done to catch her killer.  A team of more than 80 officers and staff are working tirelessly on the investigation, leaving no stone unturned.  All information from potential witnesses and the public is being carefully analysed and followed up.  Painstaking forensic examinations are also being carried out as part of our work to piece together what happened to Jo, track down who is responsible and bring them to justice.

Some people have asked how safe it is for them to go out at night and whether they are at greater risk.  Clifton is a safe place to live, work and socialise.  This tragic murder has understandably unsettled the community and we are committed to solving it.  Understandably people may feel concerned, but it is important to emphasise that this type of crime is extremely rare, and there is at present no specific intelligence or information to suggest an increased threat to your safety.  Patrols in the Clifton area have been increased to reiterate this message and to give reassurance.

On the general crime front, burglary remains low, with only a couple of crimes reported over the two-week Christmas period.  The Clifton beat team managed to arrest a prolific burglar just before Christmas, and this has undoubtedly helped the figures.

Motor Vehicle crime remains higher than usual, and we had nine attacks on vehicles over a recent two-week period.  Peugeots and VWs are predominantly at risk, but I would urge owners of all vehicles not to leave any items in their car.  There have been a few speculative searches of car boots, so if you can leave your back seats down (so that the boot can be seen to be empty) please do so.

At the beginning of November, a couple of ‘Peeping Tom’ incidents were reported.  A man was stopped, having been seen in a private garden in the area, and was subsequently charged with breaching a court order.  This order had banned him from being out after midnight and from being in a private garden.  This man has now been back to court and given a five year prison sentence.  There have been no reports since.

Reports of public disorder were very low over the Christmas period.

I wish for you all to have a Happy New Year,


Jez Burstow
Neighbourhood Watch

The City Council has approved the replacement of old Neighbourhood Watch signs and the siting of some new ones. They should be in position by the end of January 2011.

Remember, if you see a crime in progress, at risk of being committed, or an offender is still on the scene or nearby, then call 999.  If you see anything suspicious then get a description, car registration etc, and call the Police on 0845  456 7000 – as well as alerting them to potential problems.  More information and contacts can be found on page 4.

Wiesje Hockey
Licensing Report

There has been little activity to report since the last newsletter.  In October the hearing to determine Platform 1’s application to serve alcohol until 03.30 most nights of the week was cancelled, because it was found to be invalid.  They have not yet resubmitted their application; if they do, we (and everyone else who objected) will need to submit our objections again.

Whitelock & Grace, the new bar near the southern entrance to Clifton Down station, opened in November.  They have had several late-opening nights (secured by temporary event notices), but we have not heard of any trouble.

The Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill was published in December.  It contains the reforms to the Licensing Act which were consulted on in the summer.  These are generally helpful from our point of view, though the Bill does not appear to reflect any of the further suggestions made by residents’ groups.  
Finally, Bristol City Council consulted over a draft revision of its Licensing Policy just before Christmas.  We have responded, requesting that the defective map for the Whiteladies Road Cumulative Impact Area (CIA) should be redrawn.  This is important, as the criteria for granting new or varied licences within a CIA are much stricter, but on the map currently used some key buildings which should be within the CIA are wrongly shown as outside it.  We are hopeful that this will be amended in the revised policy.

Brendan Biggs and Fiona Bristow

Report from the Alma Vale Rubbish Tsar

The main issue is that the cardboard bins need to be emptied more often.

The refuse bins were full and, therefore unusable for 14/75 days

The cardboard bins were full and, therefore unusable for 28/75 days

There was extra rubbish dumped on the pavement for 22/75 days

The green bottle bins were full and, therefore unusable for 3/75 days

The white bottle bins were full and, therefore unusable for 6/75 days

There is one bottle bin without a label so nobody knows what it is for – it used to have a ‘brown’ label on it

It has been suggested that the bins be enclosed with some kind of keypad entry, so they can be used only by those authorised to do so (as in Richmond Terrace/Birdcage Walk).  I don’t think that this is feasible as there is no obvious space for it in Alma Vale Road.

Derek Jay
Corner Club
What a start to the winter!  The run-up to Christmas is always an eventful time, and this year we were greatly hampered by the extreme weather.  The snow was certainly very pretty, but it does make life particularly difficult for older people.  Luckily we didn’t have to cancel any club days, though weather and illness around this time did affect our numbers.  I must congratulate our volunteers and staff, who supported one another very well and turned out whatever the weather.

Our autumn trip was to the New Manor Farm Shop and Stable Tea Rooms at West Harptree, a most successful afternoon with an excellent tea and lots bought at the farm shop.

We had our usual mix of speakers and music, and once again we were invited by Clifton College for a beautiful carol service and delightful afternoon tea.  It was a great shame that our numbers were so low that day, on account of the snow.  On another day we were entertained with carols sung by the children of St John’s Primary School – this was a delight, and we greatly appreciate the effort this involved for all concerned at a busy time.  Our last meeting was very poorly attended owing to the weather, but we exchanged gifts & cards and had a fine roast pork lunch.  We thought it prudent to close early that day, to ensure that everybody got home safely.

Happy New Year to all – let’s hope for less Arctic conditions!

Sue Ryan

Planning
· 52 St Johns Road, for replacement of existing rear extension with a larger single-storey extension; replacement of existing side porch; formation of additional front parking space.  Application Number 10/05555/H, consultation expiry date 25/01/2011.  This application includes expanding the parking bays to the front to include space for two cars, widening the kerb drop down to two cars, and doubling the size of the rear single storey extension to double its width.
· Lower Maisonette, 33 Royal Park, for formation of timber gates within existing boundary wall to enable vehicular access from Vyvyan Road.  Application Number 10/05553/F, consultation expiry date 02/02/2011.  They are seeking to replace a pedestrian wooden gate with a wooden gate wide enough for a car to park on the existing patio within the boundaries of the property.
· 101 Queens Road (this is the property on the double roundabouts at the bottom of Pembroke Road), for second floor extension to form two new apartments within a mansard roof, and alterations to existing façades.  Application Number 10/05273/F, consultation expiry date 31/01/2011.  This application for planning permission seeks to add a single storey to this property.  They already had planning permission to add two further storeys, making a total of four, but the original plan required that they stone clad the building, and this they have abandoned as too costly.  They are now seeking to add just one further storey, to be matching with the existing building.  The two apartments they are seeking to add are actually 5 bedroom apartments (geared at students, which makes a total of 33 bedrooms in the building).  It will be a mansard roof with slate covering.
Only the first of these three is strictly within our area, but the other two are of concern to the wider neighbourhood.

Marcus Bruton

Useful websites, telephone numbers and general information
PC 278 Jez Burstow (0117 945 4417) is the Beat Manager for Clifton East, which includes the SJRA area
Jeremy.Burstow@avonandsomerset.police.uk
He is supported by PCSO 7068 Sue Passmore (0117 945 4455), and PCSO 9758 Richard Yule
Susan.Passmore@avonandsomerset.police.uk and Richard.Yule@avonandsomerset.police.uk
All at Redland Police Station, Lower Redland Road, Bristol BS6 6SU.

The local Police website is http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk.  For further advice about home and business security follow the link to Crime Reduction and Community Safety.
http://www.crimereduction.gov.uk also has plenty of information for reducing crime, and there is an interesting site about the police helicopter and what it has been doing at http://www.westerncounties.org.uk
Crimestoppers is completely independent of the Police.  It is an independent charitable trust.  Informants will NOT have to declare any personal details, nor appear in court/police station or any other public place associated with the information that they give.  Crimestoppers is NOT a substitute for the 999 Emergency Call system but is, merely, an information-gathering service.  They want to know what you know, not who you are – 0800 555 1111.

To prevent unsolicited telephone calls:  contact the Telephone Preference Service on 0845 0700707

or http://www.tpsonline.org.uk   NB this covers only calls from within UK.
To prevent unsolicited mail:  contact the Mail Preference Service on 0845 703 4599

or http://www.mpsonline.org.uk 

To stop receipt of 'un-addressed' junk mail:  contact Royal Mail on 08457 950 950.

To check for ‘scams’:  go to http://www.oft.gov.uk
or go to http://www.google.co.uk and type in ‘Urban Myths’ plus a subject (e.g.  carjacking or prize) in the search box.  This will reveal all manner of current scams on your chosen subject.

Bristol City Council’s main switchboard is 0117 922 2000 and the website is http://www.bristol.gov.uk.

You can report blocked drains to the council by phoning them on 0117 922 2100

or e-mailing them at customer.services@bristol.gov.uk (or see http://www.bristol.gov.uk/streetcare/).

Bristol Civic Society (www.bristolcivicsociety.org.uk) is concerned with a wide range of environmental issues.  If you have any more local issues please contact Patsy Rose, and she will do her best to direct them to the appropriate Council department.  (rosepatsy@hotmail.co.uk   tel.  0117 973 9292)                         
SJRA website is http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html
(note the double “r’s”, and also the number  “1”, not the letter  “l”).  News and dates of future meetings are sometimes available here, along with current and previous copies of the Newsletter.

Communication by email:  If you’d like to receive newsletters by email, please give me your email address (my contact details are at the end of this newsletter).  You can also receive advance notice of meetings this way, so please state which you would like to receive.  Note that these will be by blind copy, so other people will not see your email address.  Let me know if you’d like to pay your subscription online or by standing order.

SJRA members may attend committee meetings if they wish – these take place about every 6 weeks at the Alma Church.  Please contact Fiona Bristow if you wish to do so.
Patrick Benham
David Jepson (Chairman)

DJLRDP@aol.com
Flat 3, 23 St John’s Road,

BS8 2EY

0117 909 0748


Fiona Bristow (Secretary)
fiona.bristow@bevanbrittan.comFlat 4, 90 Pembroke Road,

BS8 3EG

0117 973 9096
Patrick Benham


(Treasurer & Newsletter)
pandp.benham@blueyonder.co.uk
3 Duchess Road, BS8 2LA

0117 946 7295
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