St  John’s Residents’ Association Newsletter, Winter 2011

Best wishes to you all for a happy and secure Christmas.  A shorter newsletter than usual, but useful contacts etc can be found on the SJRA website: http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html (note the double “r’s”, and also the number  “1”, not the letter  “l”).  News and dates of future meetings are sometimes available here, along with current and previous copies of Newsletters.  
Licensing

We should have mentioned in the last newsletter that the Roo Bar at Clifton Down station applied in July to open (but not sell alcohol) from 8am.  After concerns were raised by residents we asked the Council to impose a condition preventing the use of outside screens for television broadcasts.  It was agreed that they may not use the outside seating area before 10am, use outside television between 8am and 7pm, or at any time relay broadcasts by external speakers.  Subsequently the Roo Bar has on occasion obtained Temporary Event Notices enabling them to sell alcohol from 8am.  

As reported in the last newsletter, we objected to a variation application from Clifton Mini Mart (the shop on the east side of Cotham Hill previously occupied by Benny’s Chicken) to sell alcohol until midnight on Sunday to Thursday nights and 12.30am on Friday and Saturday nights.  This application was refused, and so they may sell alcohol until 10pm only.  

Finally, readers may remember that Domino’s Pizza of Whiteladies Gate applied earlier in the year under the minor variation procedure to increase the number of their delivery drivers from three to five.  They recently applied again for the same change, using the full variation procedure.  We objected, and this application was also refused.

Brendan Biggs and Fiona Bristow

Corner Club

As you may know, Bristol City Council, despite our appeal, has withdrawn its annual grant of £6,000 as of the end of October 2011.  We already do a tremendous amount of fundraising and receive some generous donations, but the Club needs this additional sum to cover running costs if it is to continue with its present excellent level of care, activities and hot meals.  The concerns of everyone associated with the Club are reflected in the following item, written by Joyce Gould, one of our members.

“I have been a member of the Corner Club for well over a year.  At first I wasn't sure whether it would become a regular commitment for me but in fact I have settled in well and now rarely miss it.  I really enjoy the chance to meet new people and have a chat.  I have made several firm friends who came to my 90th birthday celebrations in August.  In the last few weeks I have particularly enjoyed taking part in the exercise classes and joining in the musical entertainments and quizzes.  We also had a very enjoyable coach outing to a local garden centre for afternoon tea and a little pre-Christmas shopping.

“We are all upset and worried by the news that the City Council has withdrawn the Club's much needed annual funding and that its long term survival now hangs in the balance.  Everyone is desperately hoping the club will be able to continue.  We are doing all that we can to raise funds with coffee mornings and raffles etc, but we need all the help we can get.”

Sue Pears

Alma Vale Road mess and Communal Bins – the last six weeks 

The main problem, yet again, is fly tipping, largely encouraged by gaps being left between the bins.


A gap left between bins:   42/42 days

Rubbish on pavement:  33/42 
Cardboard bin full: 13/42

Refuse bins full: 9/42

Green bottle bin full: 2/42

Clear bottle bin full:  8/42

Tin can bin full: 2/42

Derek Jay
Environment

On 25th October we organised a welcome meal for 40 students who live within our boundaries.  Our aim was to help the student population feel part of our community rather than on the periphery.  We started off in the Bristol Raj with a drink and a delicious biryani, and then moved on to the Alma Tavern for pudding.  Residents also attended, and we had representatives from Avon and Somerset Police, Bristol City Council and the Universities – about 65 people in all.  All students in our area were sent a welcome pack, including local information, discounts from local businesses and an invitation to the event.  This has all taken a considerable amount of work by a small number of people – thanks especially go to Adrienne Howe and Darrell Rowe, and also to Dani Robbins, our student representative.  From the positive comments we received from students and permanent residents, it is obvious that everyone thought that the event was a huge success and a fabulous way to meet your neighbours.  We are most grateful to Bristol Raj and Alma Tavern for their generosity in providing food for this event.
We are thrilled that we now have some student volunteers who attended the curry night to help us with future SJRA projects … BUT we really need more residents to help.  We would love this to be the first of a number of events throughout the year that involve all residents, both permanent and temporary.  Come and join us … it’s a lot of fun and we really do think it helps to make living here even better!

If you have access to the internet, here is the link to the welcome pack for your information:

http://dl.dropbox.com/u/11756036/stjra_071011lowres.pdf
Jonathan Jeanes
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme (NHW)

Recently there have been many messages coming around on the Ringmaster system reminding us to remain vigilant.  A recurrent warning concerns the increasing number of incidents with bogus Water Board callers (distraction burglaries).  These incidents are occurring throughout the whole Bristol area.

The police issue the following advice for staying safe:

• Always make sure visitors to your home are who they say they are by asking to see their identification.

• Do not use any telephone numbers provided by the caller, as they may be bogus.  Always use a number from your utility bill or a phone book.

• “Water Boards” no longer exist, it is an obsolete phrase used only by bogus callers.

• Ensure that if you do let somebody in to your home, you close the door behind them – distraction burglars often work in teams, where one will distract you while another sneaks in through an insecure door.

• Always close and lock the back door before answering the front door.

If you believe that you have seen or been visited by these offenders or notice anything else suspicious please report it to the police by dialling 101.

Cop Shops

If you would like professional advice on crime prevention and making your property secure you could visit the Cop Shops in The Galleries on the top floor next to TK Max.  It will be open 7 days a week, 10am-6pm Monday to Saturday, opening late on Thursdays.  Sundays open 11am-5pm.  A smaller unit, mainly for bicycle security, can be found upstairs in the Cabot Circus near The Entertainer, open 11am -5pm.

Contact wieshockey@gmail.com if you would like one or more of the following:

• to receive NHW Ringmaster emails informing you about criminal activity in our area,

• to become a Contact person, receive Ringmaster messages then passing them on to your immediate neighbours,

• a NO DOORSTEP TRADERS HERE and/or a Neighbourhood Watch window sticker,

• an updated electronic Neighbourhood Watch Membership discount list, extending to 75 businesses.

Lastly here is a message from James Maddan, NHW National Chair:

You cannot have failed to read in the papers or seen reports on the television that there has been a staggering increase in the number of metal thefts in the last year.  I would encourage ALL Neighbourhood Watch and Home Watch members to sign an online e-petition, which would cause a parliamentary debate on the subject of moving towards a cashless business model for scrap metal dealers.

You can sign the petition here: http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/406
Wiesje Hockey
Planning
Planning applications have been relatively quiet over the last quarter, but there has been a noticeable increase in the number of applications to turn office accommodation back to residential use.  Also the number of applications to have solar panels fitted to roofs has increased (although I have found none in the SJRA area).  There has been an application granted for further student accommodation in the Pro-Cathedral development, with a registration for 232 bed spaces being made.

Angus Meeks, the architects employed by the owners of the Garaway site, have withdrawn the application due to approximately 23 queries made by the planning department.  They held a drop-in session at the Picture House East on WLR in early November to try (I think) to persuade local residents that the planning dept. queries had been answered.  I think that the new plans (not yet submitted) do in fact go a long way to answering residents’ concerns.  The local residents of both Chantry Road and Whatley Road have been very active, and I have added my tuppennyworth in trying to reach a good solution for all.  For example, the new plans have removed a storey from the rear houses and have sloped the roofs to align with the sight-line of the main houses.  The front of the property no longer has integral garages (a point the planning dept. insisted on), and the façade is in keeping with the rest of Chantry Road.

I contacted NORA (National Organisation of Residents’ Associations) about the proposed changes to the planning laws, and have also emailed the Communities Dept. about this.

 
Prices of Notice Boards seem to be exorbitant so I may be starting a new business manufacturing Church signs.  I met with Oakfield Road RA and we have an agreed location (actually next to the old sign by the GPO boxes outside the car park entrance to Sainsbury’s) – I am just trying to find a notice board for a decent price.
 Marcus Bruton
