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AGM 2005
The AGM was held on 27th April in Alma Church.   The meeting was attended by approximately 50-60 members.   It was gratifying to see many new members as a result of the recent membership drive.

The evening started with a very concise and informative talk from Nick Carter from the Council Licensing Department about the recent Licensing Act and its implications for local residents.   Many thanks to him for giving up his time for us.

After apologies were received the minutes of the last meeting were approved.   This was followed by a Crime/Neighbourhood Watch report by PC Dave Hartley who is our new Ward Manager.   In the last year there were 32 burglaries in the SJRA area.   3 were distraction burglaries, 21 gained entry through a window and 8 were walk-ins.

The following resolution was then passed: “This meeting asks the officers of the Association to represent the interests of members on licensing issues, and to oppose, on behalf of members, any licensing application which they believe to be likely to diminish the amenity of the Association’s area.” This will hopefully enable SJRA to oppose applications which otherwise have to be made by individuals.
The Chairman’s report was then read out, and the Treasurer reported that at the end of the year SJRA assets stood at £1208.10 compared with £1548.77 the previous year.   This was followed by the Corner Club report which is reproduced in the Corner Club section of this newsletter.
All three main Officers were leaving; Elinor Whitaker had served 4 years as Treasurer, Sally Newberry had served 3 years as Secretary and Stephen O’Keefe had served 2 years as Chair but had resigned because of work commitments.   The committee would like to thank them for their hard work during their time as officers.   I am pleased to report that Sally and Elinor are continuing on the committee.

Ken Chalk was elected as Chair; although it is possible that he may be moving out of the area and so asked that anyone who may be willing to stand as Chair in the future let the Committee know.   Patrick Benham was elected as Treasurer and Sue Pears as Secretary.   The rest of the Committee was re-elected by a show of hands.   Ben Friedland offered his name as a committee member and was duly elected.

The outgoing Treasurer said that members were welcome to join us at the regular committee meetings, as long as the Secretary was informed, and that there was still no representative for Whatley Road.

The meeting ended refreshments giving a chance for socialising and informal discussions.   Many thanks to Peter White for donating wine.

Greg Nunan
PLANNING

Decisions have now been reached on some of the applications mentioned in the last Newsletter.   At 15 King's Parade Mews, a renewed application to convert a warehouse into a mews house was approved, while at 49 and 51 Alma Road, mansard roofs were rejected.   Meanwhile, a decision has still to be reached on the application to turn the ABC Cinema into (mostly) a vast restaurant and there is, as yet, no sign of a planning application for Clifton Pool where hopes of redevelopment were aroused last January.

New applications include a welcome one from the Methodist Housing Association to convert 12-14 Apsley Road, vacant for some time, from an old peoples' home to a set of 'sheltered' flats.   Another one, rather less welcome, plans to add two stories to 44 Upper Belgrave Road and turn some garages there into four flats and another minor one plans to enlarge the kitchen of a four-bedroom house to be built (with planning permission) in the back garden of 65 Pembroke Road.   An application to fence off the private road between 83 and 85 Pembroke Road has been withdrawn, but may well re-appear; the similar road between 95 and 97 was fenced off some time ago.   Approval has been given to the change of use of 50 Whiteladies Road from an Amusement Arcade to 'uses within A1/A3' - i.e.   a shop or a food and drink outlet - but the approval is hedged around with some welcome conditions: in particular, the place must be clear of customers by 8 pm and clear of staff by 8.30.   We shall see if these conditions are obeyed.
Bob Chambers

LICENSING  
Any premises engaged in 'licensable activities' needs to submit an application to the Licensing Committee of Bristol Council by August 6th if it is to be able to continue trading after Nov 24th when the Licensing Act 2003 comes fully into force.   Licensable activities include - among other things - the sale of alcohol, the sale of late night refreshment and the provision of plays, films and live or recorded music.   The application form, designed by the government, runs to 20 pages and not surprisingly less than 20% of premises have so far (at the end of June) managed to submit applications even though the opening date for submission was Feb 7th.   There will presumably be a flood of applications as August 6th approaches and almost certainly there will be premises which fail to submit in time and which will therefore, in theory at least, have to close after Nov 24th and apply for a new licence.   
So far, about half the applicants are asking simply to convert their present licences unchanged so that their opening hours, for example, remain the same as before, but the rest of them are seeking 'variations', generally to allow them to open until later.   Among these, in or near our area, are Miss Millie's take-away at 166 Whiteladies Road which wants to open till 2.30 am or 3.30 am at the weekends; and the Pennyfarthing pub at 115 Whiteladies Road which wants to be able to sell alcohol till midnight, and close half an hour or an hour later (i.e. at 1 am) at the weekends.   Miss Millie's has in the past not needed a licence (takeaways didn't) and has not been a problem, as far as we know, so we are not opposing this application.   We have to accept that one of the main points of the new Act is to enable pubs and bars to stay open rather longer and that the proposal by Pennyfarthing to sell alcohol till midnight, an hour later than it does now, is comparatively modest and difficult to oppose.   But we are puzzled - as are others - to see why Pennyfarthing wants an hour's 'drinking up time' at the weekends and are opposing this.   
If you have access to the web you can learn much more about the Licensing Act by going to the Licensing Department's excellent website.   Go to the City Council website (http://www.bristol-city.gov.uk) and from there take the 'Quick link' to Planning Services.   From there go to Licensing; then choose either Licensing Act 2003 or Licensing Policy.   Both sites are very informative.   Another very useful site if you wish to object to an application is 'Licensing Aid' on http://www.licensingaid.org.uk.   SJRA will be working closely with RCAS (Redland and Cotham Amenities Society) to try to oppose undesirable developments around Whiteladies Road, but we shall need all the help our members can provide.   
Bob Chambers

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Don’t get caught out by identity theft and ‘Phishing’.   Phishing is the act of sending an e-mail to a user falsely claiming to be an established legitimate enterprise in an attempt to trick the user into surrendering private information such as passwords, usernames etc.   that will be used for identity theft.   If you receive such a communication, under no circumstances should you respond, as this will confirm your identity to the perpetrator.   Do not open any attachments.   Delete the e-mail immediately.   The main message is “Stop, think and be sceptical”.   For a leaflet on scam awareness, go to http://www.oft.gov.uk and search for OFT764.
Now that, at last, there is some nice weather don’t forget to be careful about leaving windows and doors open, particularly those accessible from ground level and with items within easy reach.
Holiday time is also here again - will your home look attractive whilst you are away? Opportunist burglars are always on the look out for clues that a property is empty.   Below are some tips that could help you fool them!

· Draw curtains - ideally get a neighbour/friend to agree to look after your property, particularly agreeing to change curtain positions/move any items that can be seen from the road/garden.

· Make sure that keys and items of real value are not visible - locked away in a safe is ideal.

· Remove post/papers from direct view from outside the home.

· Stop all newspaper deliveries.   Cancel milk deliveries

· The Post Office offers a KEEPSAFE service.   For a nominal charge they will keep all your mail between advised dates and deliver to you on the day you specify.   Forms are available form the Post Office and need 14 days notice.

· Leave lights and, perhaps, a radio on a timer switch.

· When you actually leave, do make sure that ALL doors and windows are firmly closed and locked.   Pay particular attention to doors/windows that are accessible from flat roofs/drainpipes.

· If you have external movement/light sensitive lighting ensure that it is fully operational.

Don’t forget the new number for non-emergency calls to Avon and Somerset Constabulary which is 0845 456 7000.

Elinor Whitaker is able to pass on, via e-mail, Neighbourhood Watch warnings that are received from Avon and Somerset Police.   If you are interested in receiving these then please contact Elinor at elinorwhitaker@blueyonder.co.uk.

ENVIRONMENT

Most of you will now know that bin and recycling collections occur on the same day.   Please try to recycle as much as possible.   If you want the Council to recycle plastic, then there is an e-petition on the Council website where “The petitioner requests that Bristol City Council collects plastic for recycling within the black box collection scheme”.

See http://www.bristol-city.gov.uk/item/epetitionview.html?PetitionID=74    (the closing date is 31-08-05).
THE CORNER CLUB

The Corner Club continues to thrive and has been running for fifteen years.   We have approximately thirty members plus a waiting list, and are able to fill places as soon as they become vacant.   We are also fortunate to have a wonderful team of volunteers who are very caring and hard working, plus three paid members of staff, myself, Maggie my deputy (who is also a nurse) and Yvonne our cook.   
We offer to everyone, for the princely sum of £3, a morning coffee with biscuits, and a choice of daily papers.   There is an active card playing and scrabble group and every two weeks an exercise session.   Following a hot, homemade, two-course lunch, the afternoons are filled with a variety of activities.   These range from quizzes to slides, to music, hat making, guest speakers, and even sometimes a game of bingo! If funds allow, we have trips out and last year enjoyed a meal out followed by shopping in Clarks’ Village.

Simon Cook, the Lord Mayor of Bristol, joined us for lunch on one occasion and, in return, invited us all to the Mansion house, which was very interesting.   We try to do our own fund raising with such things as coffee mornings, raffles, sale of goods and clothes etc.   I am at present in the process of organising an evening quiz event, which was well supported last year and, hopefully, will be this year.

Our day finishes at about 3.00pm after a last cup of tea and a cake, and that is what the Corner Club is all about, friendship, fun, food and entertainment.
Sue Ryan   0117 956 9061

AOB

The committee is sorry to have to report the recent death of Sue Skinner who was a past committee member and Secretary of SJRA.

If any readers have any ideas for what they would like to see in the Newsletter, then please tell the editor or other committee member.   Even better, if you have something relevant that you can contribute then I would be delighted to hear from you.

News is sometimes available, along with previous copies of the Newsletter, on the SJRA website which is http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html (note the double ‘r’s).

SJRA members can attend committee meetings if they wish.   Please contact Sue Pears if you wish to do so.
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