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FOREWORD
Could all members who have yet not paid their subscriptions please send them (£3 per household, £2 for a single person) to the Treasurer (address at the end of this letter) – he would appreciate it if any cheques were made out to "SJRA" or "St John's Residents' Association".   Also please let him know if you no longer wish to remain a member, or if you have moved in recently and either would like to join the association or would prefer not to receive this newsletter in future.
LICENSING
The new licensing laws took effect on Nov 24th and this report is being written only a few days later, so it is too soon yet to see whether longer hours of drinking will be as beneficial as some Government ministers believe or as disastrous as many others fear.   This will become clearer as the weather becomes warmer.
The effect of the new Act has been to transfer responsibility for licensing matters from the Magistrates' Court to the City Council's licensing office and ever since last June that office has been struggling to cope with a flood of 1500 licence applications: all licensed premises have had to re-apply under the new regime, together with some others, such as late-night hot-food take-aways, which previously needed no licence at all.
Of these 1500, about 900 simply wanted to continue with their previous hours of opening and were easy to deal with.   The remaining 600 wanted to stay open later and these applications were open to objection by the police, the city's planning department and environmental health department and by residents' associations or individuals living nearby.   If no-one objected, the licensing committee was required by the new laws to grant the applications in full and it was therefore essential for someone to object to undesirable applications.
Nevertheless, about half these applications (in other parts of Bristol) seem to have received no objections and to have been granted in full.   The remaining 300 did receive objections and each one has been the subject of a hearing before a sub-committee of the licensing committee.   During the past 6 months, Roger Mortimer (of Redland and Cotham Amenities Society) and I have appeared together at about 15 hearings to oppose undesirable extensions of hours in the 'Strip' along Whiteladies Road and elsewhere in our areas.   Ben Friedland has alerted residents living near the premises to these applications by distributing 'flyers' and some of them have also been able to come along and voice their objections, which has helped greatly.
We have had some success in resisting longer opening hours.   Along the Strip 12 premises applied, on the average, for an extra two hours, and we managed to reduce this to an average award of a little over half an hour.   But the extensions of hours granted to the Roo Bar and to the Alma Tavern were particularly unwelcome because at both hearings there were a number of local residents present to testify to the amount of noise and disturbance these pubs already generated.
Indeed, a number of the recent decisions by the licensing sub-committees seem to be very dubious and Roger Mortimer and I are at present considering whether our organisations should appeal against them.
Bob Chambers
The following guide originally appeared in the October 2005 issue of the Clifton and Hotwells Improvement Society’s Newsletter and is re-printed here by kind permission of RoseMary Musgrave.
THIS IS WHAT EVERY RESIDENT CAN DO

If any licensed premises starts to cause you regular problems then you have the right to give notice to the licence holder of the premises and the licensing authority that you call for the licence to be reviewed.   This can result in a range of sanctions, from new conditions being imposed or the hours or activities being cut back to the licence being suspended for a period or even taken away for good.   This is a new and potentially very effective power for residents to get something done about a licensed premises that is causing problems.   But the onus is on you to initiate the review.   Your reasons must be related to at least one of the four licensing objectives and be based on evidence.   The four licensing objectives are:

•
the prevention of crime and disorder

•
public safety

•
the prevention of public nuisance

•
the protection of children from harm

Crime and disorder and public safety are primarily matters for the Police who should be called as soon as possible if there is an incident.   You can call the local Police on 0845 4567 000 or 999 if it is an emergency.

Keep your own record of what you see, the date and time.   Next day ring again and ask for the reference number for the incident.   This will mean that if you give evidence at a review police records can be called as evidence.

Public Nuisance.   This is noise, urinating in streets and gardens etc.   This is where evidence is of paramount importance.   Keep a written note or a diary.   Note down the date, the time and a brief description of any incidents that take place.   If you can, supplement your notes with a sound recording, a picture or a video recording.   It also helps if you can get other people in the area to also make notes about what happened (or keeps happening).   Corroboration is important.   Keep recording such evidence over time.   A licensee can, perhaps rightly, argue that something was just a one-off problem and promise it won’t happen again.   If there are regular repetitions of the problem and you have got them all noted down, then your case is much stronger.   Check your facts and make sure they are accurate because your case can be easily undermined if you exaggerate or make allegations which turn out not to be true.   If the problem is simply the nuisance, or crime and disorder caused by the numbers of people in the streets near you late at night you will have to try and be very clear why the premises you are complaining about should be singled out for action.   It may be better in such cases to request simultaneously reviews of all similar types of premises in the area at one time.   For example, ask for reviews of all the premises in a defined area operating after a certain hour.   To stand any chance of succeeding in such group reviews you will need very clear evidence of the problems you allege.   This will take time to gather and it may be best to work with as an association of residents and with the Police.   CHIS will always try and be of help to members and to the area.

The new conditions and hours come into force on 24 November.

To be successful at a review you will need to prove that the new conditions have made the situation worse.   To do this you will have to record accurately in the next 4 weeks what the current situation is, the good and the bad evenings.   If this is not done, you have no evidence.   Without evidence you have a very poor case.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Now that the short days are with us don’t forget that it gets dark early and make sure that your home looks occupied in the early evening.   Also be very careful not to leave tempting looking presents in view from the windows – thieves are looking forward to a bountiful Christmas too!
Don’t forget the new number for non-emergency calls to Avon and Somerset Constabulary which is 0845 456 7000.

Between the 16th and 20th November four daytime burglaries have occurred in Clifton East.   Entry has been gained through forcing basement or garden flat windows with a screwdriver-type implement.   The windows have mostly been of the sash type.   Please remind residents that windows, particularly sash type windows, should be fitted with security locks to help prevent them from being forced.

Reports are coming in that the perennial problem of Antique Knockers has descended on us again.   In and around our area leaflet drops from these 'knockers' are taking place, encouraging people to have their antiques valued by the door to door callers.   Please warn residents so that they are not taken by surprise.   Advise them not to invite anyone into their homes and not to sell anything to these people if they are not fully aware of the current value obtained from a reputable source.   Should you have cause for concern, please ring 0845 4567000.   Please ask for the call to be 'Tagged NHW' and quote Ringmaster message number BU176 of 31/10/05.

If anyone would like me to forward the ‘ringmaster’ messages from the police giving warnings of the crime in the area, please email me & I would be happy to do this.   If you previously gave me your email please can you send this again as I had major problems with my computer & don’t have access to my old emails!
Elinor Whitaker elinorwhitaker@blueyonder.co.uk
ENVIRONMENT

Following on from the last newsletter the e-petition about recycling of plastics has now closed - 4687 ‘signatures’ in support were collected.   The result was that it was still considered impractical to do doorstep collections due to the bulky nature of plastic bottles.   In order to do that would require a fleet of specialist vehicles that would cost around £2m per year to run which could better be spent on other recycling schemes.   However, the council have written to supermarkets and some have agreed to have plastic recycling sites, which is good news.   For the full details of the results and the list of supermarkets go to the previous e-petition site (http://www.bristol-city.gov.uk/item/epetitionview.html?PetitionID=74).

For a full list of e-petitions go to http://www.bristol-city.gov.uk/item/epetition.html.   There is also a website called AskBristol (http://www.askbristol.com) where the council elicit views on various issues relating to life in Bristol.   There are currently topics about rubbish, education, Redcliffe and the best and worst of Bristol.   You can also suggest topics on which you would like a discussion and vote.
There are continuing problems with bins and recycling boxes being left out on pavements and blocking pedestrians.   Please make sure that all bins are put away after collection.
THE CORNER CLUB

The Corner Club continues to thrive and currently has its full complement of 30 members which is a number that is easily maintained.   2 new volunteers have now joined to help out and there are now about 10 or 12 that come in to help from time to time which is really wonderful.
Activities recently have included the fortnightly exercise sessions that continue throughout the year.   A lady from the Body Shop came in to do a sale.   This was very successful and quite a lot was bought by the members!

Thanks to a couple of students from Clifton College who come in to help out at the Corner Club every term, our members received an unexpected invitation to Clifton College for a carol service and afternoon tea.   Father Christmas was there too and gave everybody a gift which was really nice.   Everyone was very well looked after indeed and had a wonderful time.
Meanwhile everyone is getting ready for Xmas with gifts being sorted out for every member.   There is going to be an expedition to Wyevale garden centre at Thornbury for cup of tea and a mince pie in the restaurant.   This garden centre is ideal as it is small enough to walk around and there is an Edinburgh Woollen Mills there which is very popular with the members.   The following week there will be a Christmas quiz and then the last week before breaking up for Christmas and New Year there will be a party with sherry and mince pies complete with a harpist for carols.

The Christmas dinner will, as usual, be held in January when things are a bit quieter.

Sue Ryan 0117 956 9061

AOB

If any readers have any ideas for what they would like to see in the Newsletter, then please tell the editor or other committee member.   Even better, if you have something relevant that you can contribute then I would be delighted to hear from you.

News is sometimes available, along with current and previous copies of the Newsletter, on the SJRA website which is http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html (note the double ‘r’s).

SJRA members can attend committee meetings if they wish.   Please contact Sue Pears if you wish to do so.
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