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SUMMER 2006
NOTICES

Subscriptions (£2 for individuals or £3 per household, cheques payable to "SJRA" or "St John's Residents' Association" please) are now due for the year 2006/7 – if you have not paid yet then please could you let your street rep, the Secretary or the Treasurer have your subs as soon as possible please.

Please note that if you have not paid this year’s subscription and you still owe last year’s subscription then it will be assumed that you have left SJRA and this will be the last newsletter that you will receive. However, we would obviously prefer that everyone stays as members – the more members we have the more influence that we have.
Our Chairman, Ken Chalk, is unfortunately moving out of the area and so the position has become vacant. If you would like to nominate someone for the post or volunteer yourself then please get in contact with the Secretary, Sue Pears, on 0117 973 0708. I would like to say a big thank you to Ken for his hard work over the last year and wish him and his family well for the future.

We are also looking for someone to take over the planning role which involves checking planning applications in our area and flagging up undesirable ones, possibly writing letters of objection if appropriate. Again, if you are interested, then please contact Sue Pears.

AGM 2006
The AGM was held on 5th April in the Apostle Room, Clifton Cathedral. The meeting was attended by approximately 50 members.

The Chairman read his report - the main issue of this year for the committee was the change in licensing laws, and Bob Chambers and Ben Friedland were thanked for their work in this area. Following the appointment of a new Chief Constable we have a new Ward Manager, PC Paul White, and a more proactive style of policing. Paul was our main speaker of the evening and gave an interesting and relevant talk on crime prevention and local policing matters. We would like to thank him for giving up his time to come along and give this talk.

The Treasurer presented the accounts which show that we have total assets of £1174.19 and a small deficit on the year of £33.91. Subs have been down on previous years by about £150 and if this continues we will not be able to make the same level of donation in the future.

David Jepson sent in a planning report which was read by the Chairman. This was followed by the licensing report and the environment report. Lynne Stacey read the Corner Club report written by Sara Lucas which is included below.

The Chairman will, as indicated at the last AGM, be leaving the area shortly. In the absence of any nominations from the floor, the committee will co-op someone for the coming months until an election can be held at the next AGM. The positions of Treasurer and Secretary are one year into their three year term and these positions will continue.

Volunteers came forward to be street reps for Whatley Road, Alma Court and Alma Vale Road. The meeting closed at 8.55pm. This was followed by refreshments and a chance for members to socialise and to ask any specific questions that they may have had. Thank you to all who attended, we hope that you had an interesting and informative time. 

The full minutes of the meeting are available on the SJRA website.
LICENSING
In the last Newsletter, I noted that we were still waiting for written decisions on the 20 or so applications for longer opening hours that we had opposed in 2005. Astonishingly, we have still not had these written decisions, despite the fact that the Council is legally required, according to the 2003 Licensing Act, to produce them 'forthwith' after the hearing of the application. Quite how the Council defends this apparent disregard of the law is not clear.
Meanwhile, applications continue to come in, though at a much lower rate. The application by the 'Flipper' fish and chip café to serve alcohol till 11 pm, and midnight on Fridays and Saturdays, was heard on 29th March, but so far we have not been told the outcome. Since then, there have been applications by two small restaurants – the Midas Bar (50 Whiteladies Rd, where the Amusement Arcade used to be) and the Piazza di Roma (178 WLR, in Blackboy Hill, near Hockeys) - to serve alcohol with meals until 11 pm, and both these were granted. Along with Redland and Cotham, we had objected to the Midas Bar application, since these premises are in the middle of the 'Cumulative Impact Area' of Whiteladies Road, but our objections were unsuccessful.

Lastly, K2 (the nightclub by Clifton Down Shopping Centre, which used to be called Kickers) has applied to sell alcohol for an extra hour on Fridays and Saturdays, till 3 am, and for an extra 3½ hours on Sundays, till 2 am, and to stay open till 4.30 am on Mondays to Saturdays and 2.30 am on Sundays. Together with Redland and Cotham, we are strongly opposing this.
The current list of TENs (Temporary Event Notices) contains only one from our area, and that one is quite innocuous – from All Saints Church, for an evening function on July 1st – but we need to keep an eye on the list of TENs on the Council website, because they can sometimes be very undesirable, as explained in the last Newsletter.

Bob Chambers
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

A reminder as holiday time is with us that opportunist burglars are always looking for clues as to where properties might be empty. Some tips for consideration when leaving your home empty for any significant period:

· Ask a friend or neighbour to keep an eye on the house

· Cancel papers and/or milk

· Use the Royal Mail Keep Safe service — for a nominal sum the Royal Mail will keep your mail until the day you nominate for your return.

· Ensure that all doors and windows, particularly vulnerable ground floor ones, are securely locked.

· Leave lights and, possibly, a radio on a timer switch so that they are automatically switched on twice a day.

It is disappointing to have to report that, despite the claimed reduction in crime in Avon and Somerset Constabulary area the figures for the Redland sector do not show a reduction on a year on year comparison. Whilst domestic burglaries and personal attacks show a very encouraging decline crimes against property — motor vehicles, pedal cycles and criminal damage — continue to rise. The oft repeated advice to remove radio fronts, if possible, satellite navigation systems, if possible and to avoid leaving attractive items on show in the car is as relevant now as ever.

There is an increase in distraction burglaries in our area — do not leave your door open even just to ‘pop into the garden’ and, of course, never allow an unexpected and unknown caller into your house under any pretext.

PC 1452 Paul White is the Beat Manager for the SJRA area. He can be contacted on 0117 945 4417 (note that the number given in the last newsletter was incorrect). The non-urgent contact number for the Police is 0845 456 7000 which can be used for reporting things like bad parking, abandoned/unclaimed vehicles etc. If reporting any crime on this number then please ensure that you mention that you are reporting it as a member of your Neighbourhood Watch.
Every Thursday there is a beat surgery at Clifton Down Shopping Centre from 10:00am until 2:00pm. Do feel free to pop along and ask any questions or voice any concerns that you may have.
If anyone would like to receive the ‘ringmaster’ messages from the police giving warnings of the crime in the area, please email Elinor Whitaker at elinorwhitaker@blueyonder.co.uk and she will be happy to forward them to you.
Remember, if you see anything suspicious then call the Police – as well as alerting them to potential problems this also gives them the power to stop and search should this be necessary.
General contact information:

Crimestoppers is completely independent of the Police. It is an independent charitable trust. Informants will NOT have to declare any personal details, nor appear in court/police station or any other public place associated with the information that they give. Crimestoppers is NOT a substitute for the 999 Emergency Call system but is, merely, an information gathering service.

They want to know what you know – not who you are – 0800 555 1111

Contact the Mail Preference Service on 0845 703 4599 or http://www.mpsonline.org.uk to prevent unsolicited mail.
Contact the Telephone Preference Service on 0845 0700707 or http://www.tpsonline.org.uk to prevent unsolicited telephone calls.
To check for ‘scams’ go to http://www.oft.gov.uk or go to http://www.google.co.uk and type in ‘Urban Myths’ plus a subject (e.g. carjacking or prize) in the search box. This will reveal all manner of current scams on your chosen subject.

Ritchie Harrison

CORNER CLUB

The following is the Annual Report (2005-2006) of the Trustees of the St. Johns Residents' Association Corner Club by Sara Lucas, Chair of Trustees, which was read out at the AGM.
This year has been a very lively and successful year for the SJRA Corner Club. The enthusiasm and dedication of our co-ordinator Suzanne Ryan, deputy and nurse Maggie Magdalena, our meals supervisor Yvonne Barnaby-Davies and all our volunteer helpers and drivers is very much appreciated by the Trustees and all the members.
Suzanne has put together a wonderful variety of activities and entertainment this year, designed to broaden the mind and exercise the body. The Corner Club has travelled to Iceland and Greenland with a slide show and time travelled with an afternoon of childhood reminiscences with full audience participation. The exercise sessions are growing in popularity and the musical afternoons are well received especially the harpist and sing along sessions. We are very grateful for the fantastic work that Suzanne puts into fundraising for the Corner Club, with Coffee Mornings and Quiz Evenings, all fun ways she has organised to raise money for the programme of events.
On the 20th June we held our 16th Anniversary Lunch at which Long-Service Certificates were presented to 4 volunteers and an Honorary Membership was presented to Peter Hek, the Clifton Cathedral Caretaker, for all his help `above and beyond the call of duty' .
In July there was trip to Harry Ramsdens for a fish and chip Lunch with entertainment and in November a coach trip to Wyevale Garden Centre for Christmas shopping and tea, both these outing were very successful. In December Clifton College invited the Corner Club to a carol service and tea at the school, they were looked after very well and a good time was had by all.
Membership has remained at a steady 30 this year with a full waiting list and we are very lucky to have increased the number of voluntary helpers whose work is essential to the smooth running of the club.
Our annual grant from Bristol City Social Services has been renewed. We are very grateful to the Department for continuing this funding which pays the three salaries and without which we would be unlikely to continue. Our thanks also go to Clifton Cathedral for their continued support.
The Trustees would like to thank the St John's Residents' Association for there donation to the Corner Club and the John James (Bristol) Foundation for their `Christmas Party' grant. We would also like to thank the Lottery for a very generous grant of £900 for new chairs for the Corner Club.

There has been one change to the Trustees this year, Ken Chalk has taken over from Stephen O'Keefe as the Ex-Officio Trustee from the SJRA.
The Trustees would whole heartedly like to thank all the volunteer helpers, drivers and staff whose infectious enthusiasm gives the Corner Club its warm and welcoming atmosphere and I would like to thank Lynne Stacy, our Honorary Secretary and Antony Alderson our Treasurer and all my fellow Trustees for their hard work and support throughout the year.
Contact - Sue Ryan 0117 956 9061

AOB

If any readers have any ideas for what they would like to see in the Newsletter, then please tell the editor or other committee member. Even better, if you have something relevant that you can contribute then I would be delighted to hear from you.

News is sometimes available, along with current and previous copies of the Newsletter, on the SJRA website which is http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html (note the double ‘r’s).

SJRA members may attend committee meetings if they wish. Please contact Sue Pears if you wish to do so.

Vacant               
(Chairman)



Sue Pears

(Secretary)

susanpears@compuserve.com
99 Pembroke Road, BS8 3EE
0117 973 0708
Patrick Benham

(Treasurer) 

pandp.benham@blueyonder.co.uk
3 Duchess Road, BS8 2LA
0117 946 7295
Greg Nunan

(Newsletter)

greg@nunan.fsnet.co.uk
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