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NOTICES

Subscriptions (£2 for individuals or £3 per household, cheques payable to "SJRA" or "St John's Residents' Association" please) are now due for the year 2006/7 – if you have not paid yet then please could you let your street rep, the Secretary or the Treasurer have your subs as soon as possible please.

LICENSING
Once again, there are very few licensing applications to report. An application by Alterego, 77 Whiteladies Rd (previously called Touareg) to stay open one hour later was heard on September 20th, and we argued against this, along with Roger Mortimer of RCAS, on the grounds that it would materially increase the problems in this "Cumulative Impact Area". Happily, the committee accepted these arguments and refused the application. (Alterego is also applying to the Planning Department to be classified as A4 premises rather than A3 – that is, as a bar rather than as a restaurant, which Touareg was - and that too we are opposing). The only other current application of interest is from Henry J Bean, who are seeking to remove some of the conditions on their licence. But their application is not at all clear, and we are provisionally objecting to it while we seek clarification.
In the last Newsletter, I commented on the way Bristol City Council were apparently breaking the law by failing to notify us "forthwith" in writing of their decisions at licensing hearings. For the 20 or so hearings that we are concerned with, we have been trying to get the Council to issue decisions in writing for over a year, and at the beginning of August I lodged a formal complaint with the Local Government Ombudsman about this, and also about the refusal of the Council to provide us with much of the information provided to the other parties to these hearings. At the end of August the Ombudsman wrote to the Council asking them to comment on my complaint, and asking them to answer nine specific questions within 28 days. As far as I know, they have not yet replied to that letter, but one hopes they will eventually. Meanwhile, they have at last (on 27th September 2006) issued written decisions on two hearings, on Pennyfarthing (heard on 3rd August 2005) and on the Picture House (heard on 7th September 2005). We still await the rest.
Lastly, the Licensing Department has recently been having to cope with another piece of (probably equally ill-advised) Government legislation: the Gambling Act 2005. Just as with the Licensing Act 2003, every local Council is required to issue a statement of Local Policy on gambling, which must "have regard to" 158 pages of "guidance" issued nationally, and I was recently sent for comment a 27-page draft policy statement for Bristol, with 16 pages of appendices. I haven't yet had the strength to study all this in detail, but anyone wishing to see and comment on these papers can do so by going to the Council website and on the Home page clicking on "Licences and Street Trading" under the main section "Business", and then clicking on "Gambling Act 2005". (If instead you click on "Licence types" you will find a fascinating list of the 62 different kinds of activity, from Acupuncturist through House-to-House collecting and Tattooist to running a Zoo, for which a licence is required).
Bob Chambers

PLANNING
In 2005 CHIS (Clifton and Hotwells Improvement Society) reported that it was losing its fight against the growing movement to convert Clifton front gardens into car parks. The loss of trees and planting in favour of parked vans and cars not only looks unpleasant but will also help to reduce property values in the area. An application to convert the front garden of 53 Apsley Road into a car park was withdrawn in autumn 2005: the high number of objections by neighbours (22) allowed Cllr Geoff Jones to intervene. An application to convert the front garden of 38 Apsley Road into a car park was withdrawn on 10 July 2006: 19 objections were received by the City.
Be careful when cutting or pruning a tree in your garden: planning consent is required for pruning each tree in a conservation area, whether or not it has a tree preservation order and 6 weeks notice is required. Some exceptions exist e.g. with current rules trees under 7.5cm in diameter measured 1.5m above the ground or 10cm in diameter if thinning out trees do not need permission. Full details can be found on the council website at http://www.bristol-city.gov.uk/ccm/content/Environment-Planning/Planning/trees-in-conservation-areas.en or you can phone Planning Reception on 0117 922 3097.
Robert Melvin

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Now that the short days are with us don’t forget that it gets dark early and make sure that your home looks occupied in the early evening. Also be very careful not to leave tempting looking presents in view from the windows – thieves are looking forward to a bountiful Christmas too!

On Thursday 28th Sept a BMW M3 Sports Cabriolet had the front wheel nuts removed from one wheel in a botched theft in Canynge Road. The driver did not notice until the wheel nearly came off the vehicle. The car had been targeted for the valuable alloy wheels and only the one remaining locking nut saved the driver from possible serious consequences as the wheel began to loosen. Please advise anyone with a BMW, Mercedes, Porsche or other luxury vehicle with alloy wheels to fit two wheel-locking nuts, put on diagonally to each other rather than side by side and to check around their vehicles before driving them. A gang is working in the Clifton area, mostly after dark, so please be extra vigilant and report sighting of suspicious activity on 0845 456 7000.

PC 1452 Paul White is the Beat Manager for the SJRA area. He can be contacted on 0117 945 4417. The non-urgent contact number for the Police is 0845 456 7000 which can be used for reporting things like bad parking, abandoned/unclaimed vehicles etc. If reporting any crime on this number then please ensure that you mention that you are reporting it as a member of your Neighbourhood Watch.

Every Thursday there is a beat surgery at Clifton Down Shopping Centre from 10:00am until 2:00pm. Do feel free to pop along and ask any questions or voice any concerns that you may have.
If anyone would like to receive the ‘ringmaster’ messages from the police giving warnings of the crime in the area, please email Elinor Whitaker at elinorwhitaker@blueyonder.co.uk and she will be happy to forward them to you.

Remember, if you see anything suspicious then call the Police – as well as alerting them to potential problems this also gives them the power to stop and search should this be necessary.

General contact information:

Crimestoppers is completely independent of the Police. It is an independent charitable trust. Informants will NOT have to declare any personal details, nor appear in court/police station or any other public place associated with the information that they give. Crimestoppers is NOT a substitute for the 999 Emergency Call system but is, merely, an information gathering service.

They want to know what you know – not who you are – 0800 555 1111

Contact the Mail Preference Service on 0845 703 4599 or http://www.mpsonline.org.uk to prevent unsolicited mail.
Contact the Telephone Preference Service on 0845 0700707 or http://www.tpsonline.org.uk to prevent unsolicited telephone calls.
To check for ‘scams’ go to http://www.oft.gov.uk or go to http://www.google.co.uk and type in ‘Urban Myths’ plus a subject (e.g. carjacking or prize) in the search box. This will reveal all manner of current scams on your chosen subject.

Ritchie Harrison

TRAVEL ADVICE

FREE Service helping tackle air pollution and traffic congestion

You may find Travel Advisers knocking on your door between now and October 20th if you live in the project area in Clifton, Cotham or Redland. A team of ‘Travel Clifton-Cotham’ advisers are available to have a short conversation with you about your travel needs. It could include commuting, other work trips or leisure journeys.

The 3-month project helps and encourages residents to travel in ways which are healthier and cheaper – both for the environment and for people. We offer information and incentives on cycling, car-driving, bus, train and walking.

To find out what we can give you, call the Travel Clifton-Cotham office on: 0117 985 8903 or email: travelcc@sdgworld.net.
BRISTOL AIRPORT EXPANSION

In August, Bath residents succeeded in diverting the Bristol flight path away from Bath, which means that they were worried about noise from it. In my opinion the real damage comes from the increased emission of CO2 and the increase in Global Warming. Bristol and BANES have committed to cutting C02 to 60% by 2050, this massive effort will almost be totally over negated by the expansion of the airport.

Facts and figures from the Airport's "Proposed Master Plan":
· They plan to treble passengers and double flights by 2030

· Most of this increase will come from the introduction of Jumbo Jet and larger Regional Jets

· In 2003 BIA passengers consisted of:

· 74% UK holiday makers taking their spending power abroad

· 6% foreign holiday makers visiting and spending in the south west

· 20% business travellers

References:

Bristol Airport Master Plan:
http://www.bristolairport.co.uk/upload/statement_of_intent.pdf
What to do about it:

http://www.nobristolairportexpansion.co.uk/
The Bath campaign:

http://www.bathlibdems.org.uk/news/106.html
Ben Friedland

FARMERS MARKET

The Whiteladies Road Farmers Market has now become a regular fixture. It will take place on the 1st Friday of each month between 8:30am and 1:00pm on the corner of Whiteladies Road and Apsley Road. All of the produce is locally grown or made and includes meat, fruit, vegetables, bakery, cheese, preserves, wild food and more.

The market is organised by Sustainable Redland and the contact is johnnywood@blueyonder.co.uk.

AOB

If any readers have any ideas for what they would like to see in the Newsletter, then please tell the editor or other committee member. Even better, if you have something relevant that you can contribute then I would be delighted to hear from you.

News is sometimes available, along with current and previous copies of the Newsletter, on the SJRA website which is http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html (note the double ‘r’s).

SJRA members may attend committee meetings if they wish. Please contact Sue Pears if you wish to do so.
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