St. JOHN’S RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER
SPRING 2007
NOTICES - Annual General Meeting

This year’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 25 April at 7.30pm in the Apostle Room at Clifton Cathedral on Pembroke Road. We plan to keep the meeting short again this year, about one hour’s duration, and there will be an opportunity for you to meet with other neighbours for a glass of wine after the meeting.
All members are invited to attend but we do request that you pay your 2007/2008 annual subscription (£3 per household or £2 for individuals), if you have not already done so, at the door when you arrive. We hope to see you there. If you cannot attend then could you let your street rep, the Secretary or the Treasurer have your subs as soon as possible please (cheques payable to "SJRA" or "St John's Residents' Association").

Our main speaker will be Keith Walton, chairman of the Severnside Community Rail Partnership, who will talk to us briefly about local rail services. We will also have an open forum to discuss other local issues and our new police Ward Manager, PC Jez Burstow, will be there to talk to individuals after the meeting. If you have any suggestions for issues to be raised at the meeting then please let me know on 0117 973 0708. Just leave a message if I am not at home.
We are looking for volunteers to help deliver our news letter in Apsley Road (even numbers) and All Saints Road. This is not a very onerous task as it only happens about four times a year, but is very necessary and the AGM is an ideal chance for you to volunteer.

Sue Pears - Secretary

LICENSING
In the last Newsletter, I reported that Alterego, 77 Whiteladies Rd, had applied for planning permission to be classified as A4 rather than A3 – that is, as a bar, rather than as a restaurant, and that we had opposed this. Astonishingly, permission was granted, which seems quite contrary to what the Government intended to happen when it split the class A3 into the two, A3 and A4. We wrote last November asking for an explanation of this, but have so far had no reply.
Meanwhile, written decisions on licensing applications continue to be issued extremely slowly; typically a year after the hearings at which the decisions were made. Our complaint to the Local Government Ombudsman last August, mentioned in the last Newsletter, is still under consideration, but one useful fact has emerged so far: under pressure from the Ombudsman, the Council revealed that it had sent "informal" decision letters to applicants soon after the hearings, of which we had previously been told nothing.
The "Guidance" issued by the Government to accompany and interpret the Licensing Act of 2004 is now being reviewed, and we have submitted a list of points where our experience shows that the Guidance clearly needs clarification.

Again there are very few licensing applications to report. The only notable one is from the large bar on Blackboy Hill, Stark, 168 Whiteladies Rd, which used to be called the King's Arms and then became first Bohemia and then Babushka before it was called Stark. They are applying to stay open until 2 am from Sunday to Thursday, and until 3 am on Fridays and Saturdays, and we are opposing this, along with RCAS (the Redland and Cotham Amenities Society). Although the place itself is outside the area of SJRA, the noise of drinkers departing from it, some time after 2 am or 3 am, is likely to extend well into our area.
Bob Chambers

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’s)

We now have a new Beat Manager appointed to (as part of his geographical responsibility) the SJRA area. His name is Jeremy (Jez) Burstow (see his introductory message below).

Jez’s appointment is a part of implementation of the policy on establishment of Neighbourhood Policing Teams. These Teams will have additional Police support staff. These staff are to be known as Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’s) and the first one of these people will be seen, when she has completed her initiation, in the SJRA area from the beginning of December.

At a regular meeting of Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators with local Police Sector Officers in October we were advised that, although the appointment of these additional staff had been delayed for some months, it is anticipated that they will be regularly seen in the area from now on.

Whilst their powers are limited (no powers of arrest etc) they will, at least, be a visible presence on our streets and as such, hopefully, have some positive effect on the ever increasing car crime/vandalism and parking problems of which we are all so painfully familiar.

Crime Prevention Thoughts
1) Ensure newspaper/mail deliveries are stopped if you are going to be away. The Royal Mail Keepsafe scheme works very well. Forms from the local Post Office.

2) Ensure some lights are automatically turned on whilst you are away. Make your home look occupied. Can you get a neighbour to come in and draw the curtains on a daily basis?
3) Remember that boxes tell a story. What to do with the boxes that held the new MP3 Player, Laptop, camera, TV or Playstation? When disposing of packaging materials – and observing the recycling requirements of cardboard – ensure that boxes are opened inside out so that it is not immediately evident what the box held.

Other Crime

The police have mounted a three month campaign under the banner of ‘Relentless on Vehicle Crime’.
The operation is aimed at getting at the prolific car criminals, arresting them, charging them and putting them before the court and off our streets. The Police will be carrying out raids at their houses, putting extra patrols – overt and covert – into the areas they are known to frequent and targeting the handlers to whom the stolen goods are taken. 

Every car owner can play their part in this ‘drive’ by ensuring that items of value are always removed from the car when it is parked—thus making them less attractive to the thief.

Any thefts should immediately be reported to the police on the non-emergency number 0845 456 7000.
Burglary
House burglaries continue to be a problem within our area. Please make regular checks on all outside lighting to ensure that it has not been tampered with and, if your home is fitted with an alarm, make sure that this is set not only when the property is empty but also overnight.

The most common form of entry has been by forcing or slipping a single front door lock. The times that these thefts are occurring are predominantly overnight. I would urge all residents to use second locks or dead locks on front and back doors and where applicable set alarms and check that security lights are in full working order.

Visits to Avon and Somerset Constabulary Service Centre at Portishead
Any resident wishing to visit the new Constabulary Service Centre at Portishead will be able to do so on either 29th March or 31st May 2007. Anyone wishing to go along should, please, book a place by contacting Harriette Dottridge on 01275 816850 or by email to harriette.dottridge@avonandsomerset.police.uk.
Regular Meeting with local Police Representatives
The next regular meeting between the Neighbourhood Watch coordinators and the Redland Sector police Officers will take place at the Apostle Room, St Peter and St Paul RC Cathedral on 22nd March at 7.30 p.m.

This meeting is, of course, open to all residents to attend. The Police will be represented by the Sector Inspector, the Sector Sergeant, a number of Beat Managers and PCSO’s depending on shift duty requirements.

If you wish to attend it is suggested that you advise the Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator.

New Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator

This is my last report as Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator as I’m moving out of the SJRA Area. A new Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator has hopefully already been identified and we will let you know of contact details as soon as this is finalised.

Ritchie Harrison

Message from PC Jez Burstow, our new Ward Manager
Since the beginning of December 2006 the Clifton East Ward has had two new police officers working on it. PC 278 Jez BURSTOW is the new Ward Manager and Police Community Support Officer 7064 STINCHCOMBE is the second part of the team. The change is part of the new community orientated policing programme whose principal aim is for us to target the issues which most affect our local neighbourhoods.

Out current projects include reducing motor vehicle crime, burglaries and the multiple parking issues in the area. Specifically targeted in the parking issues are abandoned vehicles, vehicles blocking pedestrian crossing points and dangerous parking around schools. At the current time we have issued in excess of 50 fines for parking offences in our sector.

As always the police appreciate the support given to us from our local communities and encourage you to contact us on any issues in which can help. Our contact details are as follows:

PC 278 BURSTOW (Jez) 

0117 945 4417
Jeremy.Burstow@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO STINCHCOMBE (Brett)
0117 945 4455
Brett.Stinchcombe@avonandsomerset.police.uk
I look forward to meeting you all in the near future.

Jez

If anyone would like to receive the ‘ringmaster’ messages from the police giving warnings of the crime in the area, please email Elinor Whitaker at elinorwhitaker@blueyonder.co.uk and she will be happy to forward them to you.

Remember, if you see a crime in progress or at risk then call 999; if you see anything suspicious then get descriptions and car registrations etc. and call the Police on 0845 456 7000 – as well as alerting them to potential problems this also gives them the power to stop and search should this be necessary.

ENVIRONMENT

Uncut hedges, shrubs and trees continue to be a problem on the streets – please keep yours under control.
Rubbish or Resource (http://www.rubbishorresource.co.uk) is running a consultation on waste management and planning in the West of England and as well as giving information they want to hear your views.
The BCC area cleansing manager was contacted regarding the multi-occupancy and business waste in Alma Vale Road. Trudy Feeney responded promptly and has promised that some action will be taken in the near future. While most SJRA roads are not quite the landfill site that Alma Vale was becoming, contact BCC if you have similar problems.
CORNER CLUB

The Corner Club continues to be very popular and provides a good variety of different activities with a meal. Regular activities include an exercise session once a fortnight with Sharon which is much appreciated, quizzes, sing-alongs and more recently poem days where residents bring along favourite poems and now jokes as well. There is also a continuing sale each week to help raise money – anything that doesn’t sell goes to charity shops.

A New Year party (by popular request rather than Christmas party) was held on the 29th January. The meal was a traditional one with turkey, Christmas pudding etc. and a raffle was held to help raise a bit of money. It was a lovely day which was enjoyed by everyone. Other recent activities include an ‘images with music’ session with photography of places both around Bristol and abroad set to music and a talk by Susan Marshfield about funny things that have happened – a huge collection of amusing anecdotes.

Contact - Sue Ryan 0117 956 9061

USEFUL INFORMATION

Crimestoppers is completely independent of the Police. It is an independent charitable trust. Informants will NOT have to declare any personal details, nor appear in court/police station or any other public place associated with the information that they give. Crimestoppers is NOT a substitute for the 999 Emergency Call system but is, merely, an information gathering service. They want to know what you know – not who you are – 0800 555 1111.
The local Police web-site is http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk. There is also an interesting site about the police helicopter and what it has been doing at http://www.westerncounties.org.uk.

If you have had any art stolen or are thinking of buying any then you might like to take a look at the Art Loss Register at http://www.artloss.com which is an international register of stolen art, antiques and valuables.
Contact the Telephone Preference Service on 0845 0700707 or http://www.tpsonline.org.uk to prevent unsolicited telephone calls.

Contact the Mail Preference Service on 0845 703 4599 or http://www.mpsonline.org.uk to prevent unsolicited mail.

Contact Royal Mail on 08457 950 950 to stop receipt of 'un-addressed' junk mail.

To check for ‘scams’ go to http://www.oft.gov.uk or go to http://www.google.co.uk and type in ‘Urban Myths’ plus a subject (e.g. carjacking or prize) in the search box. This will reveal all manner of current scams on your chosen subject.

Bristol City Council’s main switchboard is 0117 922 2000, e-mail is customer_services@bristol-city.gov.uk and website is http://www.bristol-city.gov.uk.
The Bristol Civic Society have an interesting and informative web site at http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/civsoc/.

The Whiteladies Road Farmers Market has now become a regular fixture. It takes place on the 1st Friday of each month between 8:30am and 1:00pm on the corner of Whiteladies Road and Apsley Road. All of the produce is locally grown or made and includes meat, fruit, vegetables, bakery, cheese, preserves, wild food and more. The market is organised by Sustainable Redland and the contact is johnnywood@blueyonder.co.uk.

For information, Edwards Garage in Alma Vale Road will be closing on 9th March, but reopening on 12th at Lombard Service Station in Bedminster. The same range of services will be offered with collection and delivery for customers who wish to continue using their services. They can be contacted on 0117 973 8911 or 0117 966 4918.

AOB
A local football team is looking for a location near the Downs where it can change. The club is 120 years old but always been nomadic as far as changing facilities go, at present they use the Old Vic but as that is been refurbished they may well be homeless for a while. If you can help or have any ideas then please contact Patsy at rosepatsy@hotmail.co.uk.
If any readers have any ideas for what they would like to see in the Newsletter, then please tell the editor or other committee member. Even better, if you have something relevant that you can contribute then I would be delighted to hear from you.

News is sometimes available, along with current and previous copies of the Newsletter, on the SJRA website which is http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html (note the double ‘r’s).

SJRA members may attend committee meetings if they wish. Please contact Sue Pears if you wish to do so.
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