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PLANNING
The last Newsletter report on planning matters appeared a year ago and since then there have been well over a hundred planning applications for sites in or close to our area, as well as numerous tree-pruning applications. To pick out a few on matters of interest:

There have been several applications to build houses on vacant sites, or sites which can be cleared by demolition - not surprisingly, in the light of government policy - but some of these have been rejected by the planners. A proposal to build two houses behind 67 Pembroke Rd was rejected, as was a proposal to build a house behind 97 Pembroke Rd, though a slightly revised version of this one (which we had opposed) was later approved. A proposal to build a house behind 1 All Saints Rd (with access from Thorndale Mews) was approved after modification, despite opposition, as were several proposals to convert basements into self-contained flats, though at 57 Alma Rd such a proposal was rejected.

A little way outside our area, but still of interest, was a proposal to replace the building at 30 Cotham Hill (once Loose Enz, the hairdressers) by a block of 12 flats: this proposal was rejected.  A similar proposal, still to be decided (and which we are opposing), is to demolish the Texaco filling station in Whiteladies Rd and build in its place a block containing a large shop on the ground floor, with 14 flats above. The loss of yet another filling station may be regrettable, but that is not a ground for opposition. However, the design of the block leaves much to be desired, and this and the problems likely to be generated when goods are being delivered to the shop should concern the planners.
Another matter of concern, nationally, is the way part of a town may become populated almost entirely by students who have little interest in local matters since they move on after a year or so and, understandably, do little to maintain the neighbourhood. In Alma Vale Rd, which already has a substantial student population, two current applications are causing concern.  At No.12, once a laundrette, the applicant wishes to convert the ground floor and basement into a "5-bed maisonette" with 5 double bedrooms each crammed into a space of about 75 sq ft. This would clearly be an HMO (house in multiple occupancy) destined for students.  Along with others, we are opposing this application. (Earlier, we had asked the City planners to investigate No.8, which also seemed to be an HMO, but they concluded that in legal terms it wasn't). Another much larger application proposes to demolish Edwards Garage at Nos. 1-3 Alma Vale Rd, together with the large houses behind and build a 5-storey block containing about 72 student flats ... with no parking provision at all. Together with CHIS (the Clifton & Hotwells Improvement Society), we have leafleted the surrounding streets urging residents to object to this application and we hope that the planners will be persuaded to reject it.  In contrast, we welcome and support an application to change 52 St John's Rd back from an HMO into a single residence.

Applications to turn front gardens into off-street parking at 58 St John's Rd and 60 Pembroke Rd were refused by the planners, though a similar application at 7 Alma Rd was approved. Sadly, no permission is needed to do this if the house is occupied by a single family and several front gardens have been lost in this way.

There have been several applications from bars to alter their premises, including a proposal by K2, next to Clifton Down Shopping Centre, to build an extra storey on the roof: fortunately, this proposal was later withdrawn, as was a smaller one by Alma Tavern to build a smoking shelter in its back garden. An application by Blackboy Inn (on the corner of Lower Redland Rd) to make extensive internal alterations was refused, but a revised proposal has recently been submitted. The retrospective application by AlterEgo (77 Whiteladies Rd) to be allowed to become a bar instead of a restaurant was (in our view quite wrongly) approved, as we reported last Spring, and applications from Fine Line (now Ranch, 59-61 WLR) and Alibi (96 WLR) to be allowed to stay open later were also approved, again wrongly in our view.
Lastly, an application has now been approved to turn one of the empty shops in Clifton Down Shopping Centre into an "Explore Learning Centre" where parents who subscribe to the scheme can leave their children while shopping to receive "supplementary educational support and extra-curricular learning". Such centres already exist, it seems, in about 15 other towns.
Over the past few years, a number of people have taken on the job of looking at planning applications for SJRA and have then had to lay it down again for one reason or another. But I am delighted to say that Dorothy Field will now be taking over the job and I'm sure she will do it very well. Dorothy can be contacted on 0117 973 9483 or e-mailed at dotfield@tiscali.co.uk.
Bob Chambers

LICENSING
The introduction of the no-smoking rule in July has resulted in many drinkers stepping outside if they want to smoke, and as a result neighbours have suffered more noise.  If this happens do complain to the police, with details of the problem, and let me know too. Something can be done about excessive noise from drinkers, but only if people complain.
I reported last Spring that written decisions on many licensing applications were still awaited and that continues to be the case two years after the applications were in fact decided, despite the fact that written decisions have to be issued "forthwith" and appeals cannot be lodged until they are.  My complaint to the Ombudsman about this was in the end rejected, on the tenuous grounds that I personally had suffered no financial loss as a result, which is a sad conclusion.

Applications to stay open later by Stark bar on Blackboy Hill (now called the Black Bear after reverting briefly to the name Babushka) and Hausbar (a very small basement bar beneath Rajpoot restaurant at the top of Blackboy Hill) were both approved, though there had been numerous letters of objection and a number of objectors came to the hearings. In both cases, the closing times asked for (1.30 am for Stark, though initially they had asked for 3 am, and 3 am for Hausbar) were cut back, but only by half an hour: a disappointing result.

A better result was achieved very recently when Ranch (previously called Fine Line) in Whiteladies Rd applied for an extension of hours till 1.30 am on Fridays and Saturdays instead of 12.30 am. Because this bar is in the so-called "cumulative impact area" of Whiteladies Rd, it was possible to argue that no extension at all should be granted, and this argument was accepted.

Bristol Council's local licensing policy is currently being reviewed (as the Licensing Act requires) and along with other residents' associations we are arguing strongly that this cumulative impact area should be retained, to help protect those living in the neighbourhood.
Bob Chambers

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Over the last few months there have been a few changes in the NHW personnel for the SJRA area. The area is sub-divided into 4 NHW sectors, each with a co-ordinator:
· Sector 1 - Apsley Road, Beaufort Road, 106-118 Pembroke Road; co-ordinator – Ernie Peck

· Sector 2 - Miles Road, Duchess Road, Osborne Road, Pembroke Road (68-104); co-ordinator – vacancy
· Sector 3 - St Johns Road (21-51 & 22-60), Hurle Crescent, Hurle Road, Chantry Road, Whatley Road; co-ordinator – Lynn  Stacey
· Sector 4 - St Johns Road (5-19 & 2-20), Thorndale, Alma Vale Road, Alma Court; co-ordinator – Ian Mitchell

If anyone is interested in filling the co-ordinator vacancy for sector 2, which is a valuable but not too demanding role, could they please contact Ernie Peck on 0117 973 0429.
PC 278 Jez Burstow (0117 945 4417, Jeremy.Burstow@avonandsomerset.police.uk) is the Beat Manager for Clifton East, which includes the SJRA area. He is supported by PCSO 7068 Sue Passmore (0117 945 4455, Susan.Passmore@avonandsomerset.police.uk).
Beat surgeries for Clifton East are held at Clifton Down Shopping Centre (near the entrance) every other Thursday between 10:00am and 2:00pm.
Recently there was a 6 monthly meeting of Redland NHW scheme coordinators. The meeting was chaired by Sgt. Andy Brain, from Redland Police Station, and many of the local Beat Managers and Police Community Support Officers attended. Sgt. Brain gave a summary of crimes in the area over the last 6 months and said that although the number of car related crimes and robberies had reduced, there had been a large increase in the number of burglaries. He and his colleagues gave the following valuable advice on protecting property:
· Most burglars are opportunists, so you should reduce the opportunity for them to look into your property by shielding it, and its contents, from view and access as much as possible.

· Make your home look as if someone is present.

· Make it difficult for the offender to gain access from the rear of your home.

· Install window locks 

· Use a 5 lever mortise lock on your front door. 

· Keep all windows and doors locked and secured when not at home.

· Consider installing security lighting and burglar alarms. These need not be expensive but should preferably be professionally installed. 

· Note all serial numbers where applicable and/or mark your valuable property, using ultra violet pen marker. Mark with your post code and house number e.g. 26/BS6 6UQ.

Further advice about home and business security is available on Avon and Somerset Police web at http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk and follow the link to Crime Reduction and Community safety. http://www.crimereduction.gov.uk also has lots of information and resources for reducing crime.
The Police are having a blitz on cars parked illegally (e.g. zig-zig lines outside schools), dangerously (e.g. on corners) or thoughtlessly (e.g. blocking dropped pavements) in our area. If you see anything like this then you can phone the Police on the non-emergency number (0845 456 7000) and if they are able to do something about it they will.
Crime Prevention Thoughts
1) At this time of year, make sure that gifts/presents etc. are out of sight from prying eyes.

2) Ensure newspaper/mail deliveries are stopped if you are going to be away. The Royal Mail Keepsafe scheme works very well. Forms from the local Post Office.

3) Ensure some lights are automatically turned on whilst you are away. Make your home look occupied. Can you get a neighbour to come in and draw the curtains on a daily basis?
4) Remember that boxes tell a story. What to do with the boxes that held the new MP3 Player, Laptop, camera, TV or Playstation? When disposing of packaging materials – and observing the recycling requirements of cardboard – ensure that boxes are opened inside out so that it is not immediately evident what the box held.

If anyone would like to receive the ‘ringmaster’ messages from the police giving warnings of the crime in the area, please email Elinor Whitaker at elinorwhitaker@blueyonder.co.uk and she will be happy to forward them to you. Please note: Elinor is redoing the list from scratch, so even if you have asked before, please re-apply to be on the list.
Remember, if you see a crime in progress, at risk of being committed or an offender is still on the scene or nearby, then call 999; if you see anything suspicious then get descriptions and car registrations etc. and call the Police on 0845 456 7000 – as well as alerting them to potential problems this also gives them the power to stop and search should this be necessary.
ENVIRONMENT

Local concerns and issues affecting SJRA area are obstructions to pavements by over hanging trees and shrubs and rubbish.
In the last couple of weeks the council have been pruning their trees of low sprouting shoots so it’s up to the rest of us to make sure our trees and shrubs are not causing any problems.
Rubbish is always a major concern and we are always addressing the issue with the council. Wheelie bins should not be kept on the pavements after collection days and we are monitoring the rubbish left on the pavement opposite the Alma Tavern, which appears to be mainly from businesses and landlords.
Noise, Rubbish and Antisocial Behaviour: if you experience problems with any of these and think the cause may be students from Bristol University or from UWE, the following contact numbers may be useful:
University of the West of England: Community Line: 0117 328 3261, e-mail community@uwe.ac.uk
University of Bristol: Nicola Minton at the Accommodation Office on 0117 954 5750 (Tues-Thurs), e-mail conduct-accom@bris.ac.uk. If it is really urgent, you can try the main Accommodation Office number which is 0117 954 5740.

Councillor Mike Popham has recently taken up a number of residents’ concerns over road safety with the council. The only specific location in our area was the St Johns Road pedestrian crossing point at the junction with Alma Vale

Road, where a number of improvements have been agreed for visibility and the addition of tactile paving.
If you have any concerns with these issues please contact the SJRA committee and I will be pleased to look into the matters.

Patsy Rose
USEFUL INFORMATION

Crimestoppers is completely independent of the Police. It is an independent charitable trust. Informants will NOT have to declare any personal details, nor appear in court/police station or any other public place associated with the information that they give. Crimestoppers is NOT a substitute for the 999 Emergency Call system but is, merely, an information gathering service. They want to know what you know – not who you are – 0800 555 1111.
The local Police web-site is http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk. There is also an interesting site about the police helicopter and what it has been doing at http://www.westerncounties.org.uk.

If you have had any art stolen or are thinking of buying any then you might like to take a look at the Art Loss Register at http://www.artloss.com which is an international register of stolen art, antiques and valuables.
Contact the Telephone Preference Service on 0845 0700707 or http://www.tpsonline.org.uk to prevent unsolicited telephone calls.

Contact the Mail Preference Service on 0845 703 4599 or http://www.mpsonline.org.uk to prevent unsolicited mail.

Contact Royal Mail on 08457 950 950 to stop receipt of 'un-addressed' junk mail.

To check for ‘scams’ go to http://www.oft.gov.uk or go to http://www.google.co.uk and type in ‘Urban Myths’ plus a subject (e.g. carjacking or prize) in the search box. This will reveal all manner of current scams on your chosen subject.

Bristol City Council’s main switchboard is 0117 922 2000 and the website is http://www.bristol.gov.uk/. For Customer Services telephone 0117 922 3838 or e-mail customer.services@bristol.gov.uk.
The Bristol Civic Society has an interesting and informative web site at http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/civsoc/.

The Whiteladies Road Farmers Market has now become a regular fixture. It takes place on the 1st Friday of each month between 8:30am and 1:00pm and on the 3rd Saturday of each month between 9:00am and 2:00pm on the corner of Whiteladies Road and Apsley Road. All of the produce is locally grown or made and includes meat, fruit, vegetables, bakery, cheese, preserves, wild food and more. The market is organised by Sustainable Redland, further details are at http://www.sustainableredland.org.uk/home/farmers-market/ and the contact is johnnywood@blueyonder.co.uk.

AOB
If any readers have any ideas for what they would like to see in the Newsletter, then please tell the editor or other committee member. Even better, if you have something relevant that you can contribute then I would be delighted to hear from you.

News is sometimes available, along with current and previous copies of the Newsletter, on the SJRA website which is http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html (note the double ‘r’s).

SJRA members may attend committee meetings if they wish. Please contact Sue Pears if you wish to do so.
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