St. JOHN’S RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER
SPRING 2008
NOTICES – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This year’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 23rd April at 7.30pm in the Apostle Room at Clifton Cathedral on Pembroke Road. As usual we plan to keep the meeting short, about one hour in duration, and there will be an opportunity for you to meet with other neighbours for a glass of wine afterwards.

All members are invited to attend the AGM but we do request that you pay your 2008/2009 annual subscription (£3 per household or £2 for individuals), if you have not already done so, at the door when you arrive. We also welcome new members to the meeting, so please encourage your neighbours to come along. We hope to see you there. If you cannot attend then could you let your street rep, the Secretary or the Treasurer have your subs as soon as possible please (cheques payable to "SJRA" or "St John's Residents' Association"). The Annual Accounts 2007-08 will be available on the SJRA website from the 18th April.

Our main speaker will be Mandy Leivers, who is the Avon Gorge and Downs Biodiversity Education Officer and who is well known to many of you. She will talk to us briefly about her passion for the wildlife of the area and current and future projects (see http://www.avongorge.org.uk/). We will have an open forum to discuss other local issues and our Police Ward Manager, PC Jez Burstow, will be there to talk to individuals after the meeting. If you have any suggestions for issues to be raised at the meeting, please let me know on 0117 973 0708 (leave a message if I am out).

Are you are interested in finding out more about what goes on in the local community and in getting to know who your neighbours are? If so, why not join us on the committee? My three years of office ends in April and I will not be standing for a second term and so we are looking for a new Secretary. We also need street reps for Whatley Road and the Chantry/Hurle Road area. None of these tasks is too onerous but they play a vital part in the work of the Association. In fact, without a Secretary the Association cannot exist. The street reps mainly deliver newsletters and collect subs from members. It does not take long and often involves a welcome cup of tea with a neighbour. The main responsibilities of the Secretary are to set up the committee meetings, which are held about eight times per year, to take minutes and to circulate committee members with information. You will have a good committee to support and help you and I will be around to help out too. If you are interested in any of these vacancies and would like to find out more, please give me a call at the above number.

Sue Pears - Secretary

ALMA VALE ROAD POST OFFICE CLOSURE
By now most of you will probably be aware that the Alma Vale Road Post Office has been earmarked for closure in June 2008. The petition in the PO has received more than 1,700 signatures, but individual letters carry more weight so please write ASAP. You must give your name and address and the full name and address of the PO which is Alma Vale Post Office, 60-62 Alma Vale Road, Clifton Bristol BS8 2HS. Letters should be sent to Network Development Manager, Post Office Ltd, C/O National Consultation Team, FREEPOST CONSULTATION TEAM or e-mails can be sent to consultation@postoffice.co.uk. The deadline for comments is April 9th. For further information see http://www.cliftonhotwells.org.uk/chis_news.html.
PLANNING
There are two main issues which I think are ongoing and important.

1
1-3 Alma Vale Road (Edwards Garage)
The outcome of the combined effort, from members of this association and many other people in nearby areas, in objecting to the planning application to build student flats on the Edwards garage site is that the application has been withdrawn. The developers, in line with the new policy of the City Council (i.e. pre-application involvement between prospective applicants/developers and local resident/amenity groups) arranged meetings with CHIS and SJRA. The developers and their architect now propose a smaller building of about 20 flats with appropriate car parking spaces, involving demolition of most of the site except for the listed buildings and part of the buildings behind. For whom and whether for sale or rent was not mentioned. That there will be another planning application is certain. It is important that we continue to think through what sort of development would be appropriate for that site and to be there to fight another day.

2
Building in gardens

There is the ongoing problem of houses being built in Clifton Gardens, the two that most affect us being 97 Pembroke Road and 67 Pembroke Road.

· the former, for which the planners gave approval but required modifications, has now been re-submitted without these. Members are in the process of objecting again because the conditions have been ignored.

· the initial application for duplex houses at the back of 67 Pembroke Road, facing on to Pembroke Vale, was turned down but a new application for a single detached house is likely to be granted.

There is a real danger that we will lose the gardens and trees that are a particular part of Clifton’s appeal: to people who live and work here; to other Bristolians who come for shopping and leisure; and to tourists, for whom Clifton is a special part of their Bristol experience.

Dorothy Field

LICENSING
Recent licensing applications have come from a range of premises, from off-licences to late-night take-aways and night clubs. Starting with off-licences, Somerfields will be opening a branch shortly at 98b Whiteladies Rd and initially applied to sell alcohol and late-night refreshments till midnight every night, but after objections by us and others, they agreed to close at 11.00 pm on weekdays and 10.30 pm on Sundays and not to offer any late-night refreshment. This would bring them into line with other off-licences and we withdrew our objections. At 103 Whiteladies Rd, the take-away Subway has applied to stay open till midnight most of the week and till 3.00 am on Friday and Saturday and we have objected strongly to this.
At 16 Alma Vale Rd, Coulters off-licence (next to Alma Tavern) is proposing to change its name to the Tasting Room and seeking permission to open as a "wine café", serving wine with locally produced meats and cheeses, and closing at 11.00 pm. We are not opposing this, provided that conditions are included to prevent later closing or the use of the back garden which is very close to residents in Thorndale Mews.
Back in Whiteladies Rd, the Blackboy Inn at No.171 is applying to serve alcohol till midnight and stay open till 00.30 all week. We are strongly opposing this. Earlier, AlterEgo at No.77 had applied to stay open till 1.00 am on Saturdays and 12.30 am on other nights, instead of closing at 10.30 pm on Sundays, midnight on Mondays to Thursdays and 12.30 am on Fridays and Saturdays, but this application was later withdrawn.
One of the two local night-clubs, Bijou (in the basement below Flippers, at 135 Whiteladies Rd) recently applied to stay open till midnight on Sundays and 3 am the rest of the week. Along with RCAS and the police, we strongly opposed this, and the applicants offered to close earlier except on Fridays and Saturdays but – astonishingly – the licensing sub-committee ignored this offer; instead, they approved the original application virtually in full.
Finally, the much larger night-club Platform 1 (until recently known as Kickers or K2), just outside Clifton Down Shopping Centre, has recently changed hands, and applied to stay open till 4.00 am every night, and sell alcohol till 2.00 am or 3.00 am on Fridays and Saturdays. Under the previous owners it had closed at 10.30 pm on Sundays. Along with others, we strongly opposed this, and at the hearing recently the applicants offered to withdraw the application for later closing on Sundays. This would leave them with the same hours as K2 had previously, and although we argued that those hours could and should be shortened, the sub-committee agreed to them.

Bob Chambers
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

By being a member of SJRA you automatically become a member of the relevant NHW scheme. The purpose of a NHW scheme is to assist in the prevention, and sometimes detection, of crime in the area. This can be achieved by the promotion and enactment of good practice and effective communication with local police and their representatives. Please spread the news about the scheme, as it really does help reduce crime and assists in the development of neighbourliness. A recent example of the value of the scheme was an arrest of a prolific burglar as a result of messages and information being passed within the scheme. By everyone being more conscious of the possibility of a crime being committed and taking appropriate action, however small, we can help maintain the safety of our area.

Within the SJRA area there are 4 NHW Groups. Each Group has its own Co-ordinator and contact persons.

· Sector 1 – Ernie Peck – Apsley Road, Beaufort Road, 106-118 Pembroke Road

· Sector 2 – Catherine Hutton – Miles Road, Duchess Road, Osborne Road, 68-104 Pembroke Road, All Saints Road

· Sector 3 – Lynn Stacey – 21-51 & 22-60 St Johns Road, Hurle Crescent, Hurle Road, Chantry Road, Whatley Road

· Sector 4 – Ian Mitchell – 5-19 & 2-20 St Johns Road, Thorndale (& Court & Mews), Alma Vale Road, Alma Court

A Ringmaster system exists, through which the North Bristol NHW Administrator, Wendy Hull, sends messages by phone to Co-ordinators and contact people. If anyone would like to receive the ‘ringmaster’ messages from the police giving warnings of the crime in the area, please email Elinor Whitaker at elinorwhitaker@blueyonder.co.uk and she will be happy to forward them to you. 

We are currently reviewing the condition and siting of our Neighbourhood Watch signs, so that we can more effectively promote the scheme within the area.

Fortunately over the last 6 months or so, the incidence of crime in our area has declined. We should, however, always be conscious of the need to be vigilant and take some basic actions to help protect our property and belongings. With the approach of summer, we should particularly remember

· to be particularly aware of leaving doors and windows open and unattended.

· to ensure newspapers/mail deliveries are stopped or dealt with, if you are going away.

· to ensure some lights are automatically turned on whilst you are away. Make your home looked occupied. Can a neighbour come in and draw the curtains on a daily basis?

· to secure our garages and sheds as bicycles, electrical and garden tools are prime targets.

Car crime remains a problem, so please remember to secure your vehicle and keep all belongings out of sight.

Further advice about home and business security is available on the Avon & Somerset Police website at http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk and follow the link to Crime Reduction and Community safety.

http://www.crimereduction.gov.uk also has plenty of information for reducing crime.

Crime figures for the Clifton east Ward
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The crime figures for February show 66 recorded crimes on our ward compared to 89 incidents reported in February last year. The Clifton East Ward has now shown a decrease in crime for 6 out of the last 7 months when compared to the same time period for 2006-2007.

I would suggest that the decline in crime is due to a number of factors including:

1) The police successfully prosecuting the right people

2) People becoming more aware of crime prevention

3) The hard work of the neighbourhood watch.

The latter reason was highlighted last year with the arrest of the deception artist who knocked on doors asking for money for electricity. This male was arrested due to a call from a Neighbourhood Watch member who gave police the exact location of where he was.

Towards the end of March motor vehicle crime has started to rear its ugly head. As the graph shows us the next four months are traditionally our worst times. Police will be carrying out several initiatives to combat this, but as always I would urge all residents to keep valuables out of their cars.

We are receiving many complaints from the public regarding the way some cyclists are behaving. For example jumping red traffic lights, not stopping at pedestrian crossings, cycling on the pavement, undertaking, not looking when pulling out of a junction and riding without front and back lights. This is putting themselves and others at risk of serious injury / death. The message that we want to get across is that cycling is a greener, healthier and more efficient way to travel. However if you intend to cycle you need to do it safely and legally.

We would like to hear your comments, suggestions and any experiences you have had good or bad. Cyclists, pedestrians and motorists are all welcome to contribute. If you would like to contact us please email or write to us.

PC 278 Jez Burstow (0117 945 4417, Jeremy.Burstow@avonandsomerset.police.uk) is the Beat Manager for Clifton East, which includes the SJRA area. He is supported by PCSO 7068 Sue Passmore (0117 945 4455, Susan.Passmore@avonandsomerset.police.uk) and PCSO 9758 Richard Yule (Richard.Yule@avonandsomerset.police.uk) all at Redland Police Station, Lower Redland Road, Bristol BS6 6SU.
Beat surgeries for Clifton East are held at Clifton Down Shopping Centre (near the entrance) every other Thursday between 10:00am and 2:00pm.

Remember, if you see a crime in progress, at risk of being committed or an offender is still on the scene or nearby, then call 999; if you see anything suspicious then get descriptions and car registrations etc. and call the Police on 0845 456 7000 – as well as alerting them to potential problems this also gives them the power to stop and search should this be necessary.

ENVIRONMENT

Controlled Parking Zones (CPZs) Residents may not be aware that the council is again looking at introducing CPZs in Bristol - see their press release at  http://www.bristol.gov.uk/redirect?oid=PressRelease-id-21472011 and report at http://www.bristol.gov.uk/committee/2007/ua/ua000/1115_9.pdf for further information. Other information is also available at the CHIS (http://www.cliftonhotwells.org.uk) and RCAS (http://www.rcas.org.uk) websites.
The map at the back of the report shows that the SJRA area is straddled by the inner ring for consideration as a CPZ (Alma Vale Road is the northern edge). Clearly this would just move any parking problems out to roads outside of this area. There is also an outer ring for possible consideration which does, however, cover the whole SJRA area.
Seagulls At this time of year the seagulls become more active and start looking for nesting sites. If you have ever had any nesting on your roof or chimneys then you will know what a horrendous noise and commotion they make and that they can start dive-bombing people. If you want to avoid this inconvenience to yourself and your neighbours then, if you have access to your roof, a quick spray of an animal deterrent such as “Cat-a-Pult” can keep them away. Note that it is illegal to disturb a nest once it is there, so spray early and put it in your diary for next year as well!
USEFUL INFORMATION

Crimestoppers is completely independent of the Police. It is an independent charitable trust. Informants will NOT have to declare any personal details, nor appear in court/police station or any other public place associated with the information that they give. Crimestoppers is NOT a substitute for the 999 Emergency Call system but is, merely, an information gathering service. They want to know what you know – not who you are – 0800 555 1111.
The local Police web-site is http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk. There is also an interesting site about the police helicopter and what it has been doing at http://www.westerncounties.org.uk.

The Whiteladies Road Farmers Market has now become a regular fixture. It takes place on the 1st Friday of each month between 8:30am and 1:00pm and on the 3rd Saturday of each month between 9:00am and 2:00pm on the corner of Whiteladies Road and Apsley Road. All of the produce is locally grown or made and includes meat, fruit, vegetables, bakery, cheese, preserves, wild food and more. The market is organised by Sustainable Redland, further details are at http://www.sustainableredland.org.uk/home/farmers-market/ and the contact is johnnywood@blueyonder.co.uk.

AOB
If any readers have any ideas for what they would like to see in the Newsletter, then please tell the editor or other committee member. Even better, if you have something relevant that you can contribute then I would be delighted to hear from you.

News is sometimes available, along with current and previous copies of the Newsletter, on the SJRA website which is http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html (note the double ‘r’s).

SJRA members may attend committee meetings if they wish. Please contact Sue Pears if you wish to do so.

David Jepson

(Chairman)

DJLRDP@aol.com
23 St John’s Road, BS8 2EY
0117 909 0748
Sue Pears

(Secretary)

s.m.pears@btinternet.com
99 Pembroke Road, BS8 3EE
0117 973 0708
Patrick Benham

(Treasurer) 

pandp.benham@blueyonder.co.uk
3 Duchess Road, BS8 2LA
0117 946 7295
Greg Nunan

(Newsletter)

greg@nunan.fsnet.co.uk
PAGE  
2

