ST. JOHN'S RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION NEWSHEET.
Summer 2003.
ASSOCIATION NOTES:
Our new Chairman is Stephen O'Keefe of 7, Hanbury Rd. He can be
contacted by telephone on 07786 934528 or by e-mail:
Stephen.Okeefe@bristol.ac.uk

The rest of the committee remains the same.
The Association now has a web page which can be viewed on
www.digitalbristol.com

If you were unable to attend the A.G.M. and have not yet renewed your subscription for 2003/4, please pay either your street representative or our Treasurer, Mrs.Elinor Whitaker at 44, St.John's Rd. BS8 2HG.
The sub. remains at £2 per person or £3 per household.
PLANNING:
5.7.03
In Whiteladies Rd, the application by Richer Sounds (No.143) to build an extension has been withdrawn. The Hot Spot takeaway (99) has applied to stay open all night for cold food sales, and we have opposed this, for obvious reasons. Ochio (185, once Devina) applied for permission to open as a restaurant a year ago, and this was eventually granted, long after it had opened.  No.157 (ex-Bromhead) has again applied to turn the upper floors into student accommodation, and Tesco has applied to make minor changes to 169A (now JCR). A recent application proposes to turn 96C, D & F (once Clifton Interiors, the Flower Shop and Charlotte's Patisserie) into one large shop, with an extension at the back. The saga of the ABC Cinema continues: of two applications made last year to convert it into a health club and swimming pool, one was going to appeal and was then withdrawn; the other is still pending, and has been joined by a fresh one, which this time does not include a swimming pool and so might be marginally more acceptable.
At 4 Chantry Rd, an application for change of use from 14 bed-sits to 7 flats and two bedsits has been granted. At No.5, an application has just been submitted to convert the basement into a fourth flat for students, making four flats in all, with potentially 32 students living in them. We have opposed this on safety grounds. Similarly, we have opposed an application to extend the roof space at 3 All Saints Rd to house more students. No.116 Pembroke
Rd, once Edward Ware's offices, has been granted permission to become a BUPA Health Screening clinic. We opposed this, foreseeing traffic problems on this corner, but the situation should be somewhat eased by the double yellow lines which have at last appeared there. We have also opposed recent applications to convert a garage into a room at 13 Thorndale Mews, again because we foresee parking problems, and to replace the garage behind 58 St John's Rd (in Hurle Crescent) by a very small house. Apart from parking problems, the site here is really too small for this, and the design is quite inappropriate.
On the licensing front, Zio (96A Whiteladies Rd) applied last March for a full on-licence, to become a drinking bar (like Zeebar next door) instead of a restaurant. Along with others, we opposed this application, which was later withdrawn. However, the bad news is that the Licensing Bill has now completed its passage through both Houses of Parliament, and will probably already be an Act by the time this appears. All the indications are that this will do nothing to reduce the nation's drinking problem; rather the reverse, despite the Government's naïve acceptance of the argument that if pubs and bars open longer, people will get less drunk. Evenings in Whiteladies Rd will probably become even more unpleasant.
Bob Chambers
ENVIRONMENT:
Wheelie bins are still causing problems for our residents. Please ensure they are removed from the pavement as soon as possible after emptying.
Car Sharing: Motorists and pedestrians may be interested to hear that there is a car sharing scheme locally (The Bristol City Car Club). Anyone interested in using the scheme, or even trying to base a car in our area, can contact the organisers at 86, Colston St.,BS1 5BB. Tel: 0845 458 1785.
e-mail: Bristol@smartmoves.co.uk
www.smartmoves.co.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH:
Here are the crime figures as registered by the crime management unit for the St Johns area.
	CR163

St Johns beat (163)
	Apr-03
	May-03
	Jun-03

	Robbery
	1
	0
	0

	Burglary Dwelling
	4
	4
	1

	Burglary Other
	1
	2
	2

	Taking M/Vehicles
	2
	2
	2

	Theft from M/V
	13
	8
	4

	Criminal Damage
	6
	2
	4


We encourage everyone to report crime as we can track activity in an area and also target police resources. In a big city such as Bristol, these figures are small and the crime has reduced here over the last three years.  It can be difficult to catch the one burglar who breaks into a house every thirty days (June) as we cannot be everywhere. This is why we need the community to be aware of suspicious individuals. I cannot be specific how offenders operate as many use different tactics. Some walk about, some use cars and others on pedal cycles.
The best advice as we keep saying, is to take prevention steps. The biggest problem over the last three years is the car break ins. This is often late at night with offenders pulling up in cars, smashing windows, stealing goods and driving off. This can take only a few minutes and will no doubt plague the area again. In April, the figure seems high and for me, is too high. This is an offence every other day and many areas can suffer more.
The geographic area such as many trees, high walls, dark roads will always make the beat a target which is why we should all empty our cars and fit a visible steering lock. The steering locks highlight two benefits to the criminal in that you take steps to secure your car and hopefully, not leave valuables inside. I still walk round the St Johns area most days and see all sorts of goodies on back seats. I know most of you have heard me bleat on about this but it is the one thing that can improve our quality of life.
Apart from this, there are no other trends, scams or items worthy of note in the Redland / Clifton area.
Enjoy your summer.
Mark Stickley and Nikki Jenkins.
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