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Winter 2004.

Notices: 

Members will be saddened to hear of the recent death of Tony Papper of Miles Rd. Tony served on the committee for a number of years, including three as Chairman, and was very active in pursuing planning and environmental issues; he worked particularly hard on trying to prevent the use of the Downs for zoo parking. We will miss his thoughtful contributions and send our condolences to his family and friends. The Association is making a donation to St Peter’s Hospice on behalf of the members in Tony’s memory.

The committee has spent some Association money on planting a tree in Alma Vale Rd. – We would welcome any other suggestions for ways to spend our savings to benefit the community.

Members may like to look at the Government web site for The Big Conversation scheme (www.bigconversation.org.co.uk) We were pleased to see that one of the topics on which the Government invited public comment was “binge drinking”. Other topics were: encouraging young people into further education, encouraging interest in politics amongst young people, drug abuse and climate change. The web-site invites public comment and sets out Government views. 

PLANNING:

In the recent weeks, the most significant planning application has been for the Whiteladies Picture House at 42 Whiteladies Road. The new proposal involves the removal of the cinema seats, the projection room and the screens. The ballroom ceiling will be restored, and the application involves no wet elements such as the previously suggested swimming pool. The Central Development Control Committee will consider the application on Wednesday, 21st January.

(Members may have heard that the Council felt obliged to approve this application; it is still not clear how the building will be developed so we will be keeping an eye on progress – Ed)

An application to convert the Oakfield Hotel on Oakfield Road into twelve self contained flats was accepted on 23rd December, 2003, with conditions on several aspects of the development including the parking arrangements. Applications have been made to demolish the buildings at Whiteladies' Gate for the construction of a builders’ merchants, and for the conversion of 61 Worrall Road to two four bedroomed self contained flats. An extra three units are planned for the development in 6-8 Eaton Crescent, and there has been an application for change of use of 14 Alma Vale Road from a hairdressers to a letting agency. 

An application for 3 Thorndale Mews proposes the conversion of an office into a single dwelling with a flat roof. At 10A Whiteladies Road, an application has been made to change the use of an office to five self-contained flats.  

Stephen O’Keefe

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH:
Happy New Year to you all.

Below are the crime figures since April. I was pleased to see that November and December finished better but it was sad to see the car crime rise for September/October. I think it may have been due to the new students arriving and not taking precautions. I am sorry I always bleat on about this subject! We did arrest 2 ‘well known’ car criminals at that time so this might explain the drop thereafter. It does, on average, amount to a crime every 3 days. Many of the criminals are opportunistic and wander around to spot an easy target. This is why I always say remove items and fit a visible steering lock to show you have made the effort to minimise the risk of being a victim.

St.John’s Area
April 03
May
June
July
Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec 03

Robbery
1
0
0
0
0
1
3
0
1

Burglary- dwelling
4
4
1
3
4
2
1
0
6

Burglary- other
1
2
2
2
4
5
4
1
5

Taking vehicle
2
2
2
4
1
3
2
6
4

Theft from vehicle
13
8
4
6
5
10
14
8
7

Criminal damage
6
2
4
3
1
3
2
0
0

Within the police, I am currently standing in for the response teams that answer the 999 calls. The beat managers for the area now are Nikki Jenkins, Justin McMahon and Tim Middleton. I am still very much working around the area so you will benefit from extra attention and patrols for a while! On the 23rd January at 9pm I stopped 4 known car thieves up to no good in Whatley Rd. fortunately they had not had a chance to commit a crime and left the area pretty quickly!

Just to remind everyone, we have a very informative website, www.avonandsomersetpolice.uk There are local pages, mugshots and funny 999 calls to the switchboard! The Neighbourhood Watch page is also very useful.

Keep safe and please notify us of anything suspicious. Tel: 945 4417 or 01275 818181. There is a web reporting message service if that will help.

PC 1749 Mark Stickley

THE CORNER CLUB;

The Club now has its full complement of 30 members and a waiting list. Since October they have enjoyed regular exercise sessions, word games, bingo, and quizzes. There have been interesting and useful talks from visiting speakers on subjects such as stately homes and gardens, local attractions, cruising in the Mediterranean and the benefits office. 

Members have been entertained by the singer, Denver and, at Christmas, by the children of St.John’s Primary School who sang carols and brought Christmas cards. They also enjoyed listening to recordings by Pam Ayres.

The winter trip in November took them on a fine day to the Wyevale garden centre where they had tea. 

The coffee morning raffle and sale in December raised over £100. The celebratory dinner in the New Year was also very successful, raising £144 and was much enjoyed by the members and their guests.

If you are interested in helping the club, either by driving members to and fro on a Monday or perhaps by offering some form of entertainment then do get in touch!

Sue Ryan, Corner Club Co-ordinator.

Tel: 956 9061

Environment:

SITA: Black box collections have been subcontracted by SITA to a company called ETH. Neighbourhood and Housing Services: N&HS reports that the wheelie bin collections are operating 100% satisfactorily, the free request service waiting time for bulky item collection has been reduced from 3 weeks to 1 week to encourage its wider use. N&HS reports that selected officers are undergoing special training to respond to anticipated complaints from residents about overflowing road drains due to flooding.

Pest Control: rats and mice are the most common vermin dealt with by the Pest Control service in Clifton. In Summer complaints received are mostly about wasps, cockroaches and flies. The City was forbidden to shoot or trap feral pigeons about 10 years ago. Richard Thomas is the City Dog Warden in SJRA patch- he issues about 15 fixed penalty notices a month-£50 for dog fouling. If requested, he will fix signs to lamp posts warning dog owners against dog fouling. If so requested by residents, he will wait for and fine persistent offenders who allow their dogs to foul pavements etc. in the same place, at the same time each day.

 BCC Highways (traffic management): reduced parking charges, more time for same money, are soon to be introduced in Clifton. City had planned to carry out a pedestrian island upgrade in Pembroke Road by Guthrie Rd., but this is in dispute because local residents are objecting to the bus stop relocation. City will advertise Kingsdown CPZ Traffic Regulation Order in Jan 04, this means operational decision to be in March 04. If successful, CPZ to be operating by July 04.

Robert Melvin

List of Current Committee:
Here is an updated list with recent email address changes:

Stephen O'Keefe  7 Hanbury Rd BS8 2EW stephen.okeefe@bristol.ac.uk O7786 934528     (Chairman)      

Sally Newberry 28a St Johns Rd BS8 2EZ  salpal@newbon18.freeserve.co.uk  973 5196              (Secretary)

Elinor Whitaker  44 St Johns Road BS8 2HG   elinorwhitaker@hotmail.com      9737796               (Treasurer)

Bob Chambers   9 Apsley Rd  BS8 2SH   r.g.chambers@btinternet.com  9739833

Ritchie Harrison 45 Apsley Rd BS8 2SN  ritchie.harrison@tiscali.co.uk   9730694

Olive Andow      16d Beaufort Rd  BS8 2JY                                            9741767

Mary Cross       Cloisters Alma Vale Rd  BS8 2HT                                 9743838

Sue Hughes-Games 22 Duchess Rd. BS8 2LA  JHG@hughes-games.freeserve.co.uk 

Robert Melvin 1, Old Vicarage Place BS8 2TD rm.a@btinternet.com

Catherine Mercer  4 Thorndale, Alma Vale Rd BS8 2HT catherinemercer@blueyonder.co.uk  9733435

Kenneth Mobbs 16 All Saints Rd BS8 2JJ mobbsearlykeyboard@blueyonder.co.uk 9733613

Lynne Stacey 28 Hurle Crescent BS8 2SZ john@dec-computers.co.uk 9742746

Sue Pears 99 Pembroke Rd BS8  susanpears@compuserve.com 9730708

Ken Chalk 16 Hurle Crescent BS8 chalkkens@aol.com 9739154
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