ST. JOHN’S RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION NEWSHEET.

SPRING 2004.

NOTICES: 

The A.G.M. this year will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 20th April in Alma Church Hall.
Our Guest speaker will be an Inspector of Police who will talk on the current and future policing of the area.

We are hoping to appoint new officers to take over responsibility for this newsletter and for issues regarding the environment. If you would be interested in these posts, or any other committee position, please contact our Secretary: Sally Newberry, 28A St.John’s Rd. Tel: 973 5196 

                  e-mail: salpal@newbon18.freeserve.co.uk 

PLANNING:

Many of you will already know that the mobile telephone company Orange propose to put a new mast in the tower of the Auction Rooms at St. John’s Church. A consultation was held on the 4th February at Redland Park United Reform Church, but no planning application has yet been made.

Please let us know what you think of the mast, so that we can include your views in our report to the council. The response so far from our flyer campaign has been strongly negative, so we expect to oppose on aesthetic and other grounds. A number of residents have expressed worries about the possible damage to health from such a mast, but unfortunately we are unable to object on these grounds because a Government committee recently found no evidence of risk.  

If you would like to make your views known directly to Orange, please write to:

Carmel O’Hara, Orange, Aquarius, Birmingham Business Park, Solihull, West Midlands, B37 7YN.

If you would like to be involved in St. John’s response to the mast, please contact:

Stephen O’Keefe, 7 Hanbury Road, Clifton , BS8 2EW.

I would also like to inform you of two recent planning applications which may affect you; the first is the conversion of a double garage at the rear of 62 Oakfield Road to a two-bedroom house, and the second is the change of use of the offices at 2-10 King’s Parade Mews to become four self-contained flats. We have already objected to the garage conversion, as it seems impossible that a comfortable house could be built in such a small space. Also, if the application were to be accepted, it would establish a worrying precedent for other small plots in Clifton. Please let me know what you think. 

Stephen O’Keefe   

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH:
At our last meeting I was able to talk quite positively about the lack of domestic burglaries in our area, however, unfortunately, these spells don’t seem to last too long. In the last week there have been 4 such incidents, one in All Saints Road, one in Queens Road and two in Miles Road. All of these burglaries have been what we term to be ‘slip-lock’ in nature. This is where the offender uses an implement to unlatch the front door, in order to gain entry, providing a quick, and noiseless entrance without causing any damage.

This form of entry is particularly effective in multi-occupancy premises, where there is an electronic door entry system, as these doors tend to sit slightly more loosely in the frame. In single occupancy premises the best way to combat this sort of burglary is to ensure that you always use the dead lock- if you haven’t got one that works-get one fitted! Alternatively, make sure that your door fits snugly in the frame, this should help prevent the lock from being slipped from the outside.

On a similar note, another common method of entry, primarily focussed on multi-occupancy premises is for the offender to read the names marked on the buzzers.  They are then able to buzz one of the other residents and state that they are visiting Mr Bloggs for example; this resident, knowing that Mr Bloggs also lives there, buzzes in the offender, thus leaving them free to roam around inside the property. Two pieces of advice here; Don’t write your names on your buzzers, simply write the flat number, and don’t allow entry to anyone unless they are visiting you.
Sorry to lecture you all, but hopefully this will prevent any more burglaries, and I hope that when I write next, it will be on a more positive note!

If you have any concerns, or would like some individual crime reduction advice, please do not hesitate to call. 

See you all at the AGM.

Take care,

Best Wishes

Nikki Jenkins

PC 2521.

Tel. (0117) 945 4417.
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