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FOREWORD

Welcome to the latest issue of the SJRA newsheet. This appears after a slight gap and with a new editor. Many thanks to Sue Hughes-Games for looking after the newsheet before me. If you have any ideas for articles or any other comments or suggestions then please get in contact with me or anyone on the committee.

Please could all members note that subscriptions to SJRA are now due. Only about a third of members have paid, so please give your subs to Elinor Whitaker or your street rep ASAP. They are £2.00 for individuals and £3.00 for families.

Greg Nunan.

FÊTE

There is an SJRA fête being planned for Saturday 7th May. If you are interested in running a stall or helping to organise it then please contact Joanna Szenderowicz on 0117 973 5576.

PLANNING

New applications

An application has recently been made to convert a vacant warehouse at 15 King’s Parade Mews into a three bedroom mews house with roof garden. We have already received objections from residents in Apsley Road concerned with their privacy regarding the high roof garden. If you have any comments to make regarding this application, or indeed any others, please contact Stephen O’Keefe as soon as possible. Other new applications include the change of use of 25 Oakfield Road from an office to a single dwelling house, and excavation around Pembroke House, 15 Pembroke Road in order to extend the basement windows to match the upper floors.

Results of applications

As many of you will already know, Orange were defeated in their application to station antennae on top of St. John’s Church. Thank you to everyone who supported our campaign. The proposed change of use of 2-10 King’s Parade Mews to four self-contained flats was also refused, but, perhaps surprisingly, the construction of a three storey house on the site of the garage of 12A Whiteladies Road was permitted. We hope that this result does not set a precedent for garage conversions in general. A revised version of the application to convert Amberley House School, 42 Apsley Road into five self-contained flats has also been granted.

If you wish to keep up to date with planning applications that might affect you, Bristol City Council’s web site is now very informative and easy to use. To find the weekly list of new planning applications log on to the website http://www.bristol-city.gov.uk and search under “weekly list”. 

Stephen O’Keefe

LICENSING

On Friday 6th August, the St. John’s Residents’ Association was invited to attend a Residents’ meeting with the Rt. Hon. Valerie Davey MP (Bristol West). At that meeting, a great deal of productive discussion took place concerning local issues. 

Mrs. Davey very kindly explained to us some of the issues surrounding the Licensing Bill 2003, in particular addressing the reform of the “use classes order” (see note below) which could help residents to curb the proliferation of late-opening pubs and bars when the Licensing Bill comes into full effect next year. She also gave details of how a group of around a dozen MP’s had formed to discuss the problems associated with the proliferation of student and multiple occupancy housing. This is a pressing issue for residents in the St. John’s Road area, as we are conveniently situated for the University of Bristol, the University of the West of England and several language schools. It is comforting to know that our concern is shared by Mrs. Davey, and that she is working to find possible solutions for Bristol. We also discussed the nuisance caused by trees overhanging pavements and public footpaths, and measures to improve the behaviour of cyclists on Bristol’s roads.

We are very grateful to Mrs. Davey for sharing her time and experience with us, and look forward to a continued dialogue between residents and our MP.

Stephen O’Keefe  

The Licensing Act, 2003 

As we noted in the Newsheet for Summer 2003, a new Licensing Act became law in July last year. This Act will allow pubs and bars to stay open all night unless someone successfully objects, but it will not come into effect for some time yet. The Act was to be accompanied by a 200-page volume of 'Guidance', which did not appear, even in draft form, till late last year, and was only approved by Parliament in June 2004. It is widely believed that all this took so long because of opposition from the Department of Health and the Home Office, where it was belatedly realised what a disaster the Act was likely to prove. Unfortunately, this opposition has not succeeded in improving the Guidance much; it still goes out of its way to make objections to late opening as difficult as possible.  Moreover, local councils are still waiting to be told what fees they will be allowed to charge applicants for licences, but it is widely expected that they will be far too small to cover the costs involved. 

Locally, Bristol Council has just produced a draft 'licensing policy', as required by the Act, which will then be subject to consultation with residents' associations and others (see http://www.bristol-city.gov.uk and http://www.rcas.org.uk). The one thing the Government has announced so far is that the 'First implementation date' of the Act will be February 7th, 2005, and by that date the Council must have completed its consultations and issued its policy statement, so that licensees can start putting in their applications. So there is not much time left in which to consult. The 'Second implementation date', when the Act comes into effect, will probably be some time in November 2005. Cynics suggest that this date has been pushed back deliberately, so that the effects of the Act only become apparent after the election is safely over. 

We are also waiting for another change in the law, this time in Planning law, which should help stem the further proliferation of pubs and bars: this is a change in the 'Use Classes Order'. At present, all establishments supplying food and drink, from tea-shops to superbars, fall into the same group for planning purposes (group A3); which means that once a place has A3 planning permission, the planners can do nothing to stop it from changing from being a tea-shop to being a pub. Last November, the Government announced that there would be a new class, A4, for pubs and bars and that changes from A3 to A4 would in future need planning permission. When this change was announced, it was said that it should come into effect this summer, but we are still waiting: it is now reported that it should be implemented at the end of this year or thereabouts. 

Bob Chambers

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
There continue to be a number of ‘distraction’ burglaries in which one or more people pose as water board officials or similar to gain access to properties. Be on your guard at all times and if in doubt do not allow them entry.

Opportunistic burglaries in the hot weather may be a thing of the past this year, but the hour has now changed so be careful about leaving your home looking unoccupied when it gets dark in the early evening.

There also seem to be a growing number of daytime burglaries, particularly targeted at the elderly so, again, please be on your guard.

There is an ATM scam that has appeared on Whiteladies Road. A small card ‘skimmer’ is attached to the front of a genuine ATM machine that takes a copy of your card. There is also a leaflet box or similar attached to the side of ATM with a miniature camera to catch you PIN number. If an ATM machine looks suspicious then do not use it but report it straight away to the bank and/or the Police. Do not under any circumstances try to remove the devices or approach people who may be involved with the scam.

There is also a Data Protection scam in which official looking letters are demanding payment ‘or else’. Be very careful if you receive anything unsolicited like this. If in doubt contact the Office of Fair Trading on 08457 22 44 99 (http://www.oft.gov.uk) or local Trading Standards on 0117 922 3444 (http://www.bristol-city.gov.uk/tradingstandards/ or http://www.tradingstandards.gov.uk). General rip-off and scam information and reporting is available at http://www.ripofftipoff.net/.

There is a new number for non-emergency calls to Avon and Somerset Constabulary. It is 0845 456 7000 and will gradually replace the seven previous numbers.

Elinor Whitaker is able to pass on, via e-mail, Neighbourhood Watch warnings that are received from Avon and Somerset Police. If you are interested in receiving these then please contact Elinor.

ENVIRONMENT

Mary Cross reports that the tree planted and paid for by SJRA members opposite the pub in Alma Vale Road is at last thriving. Many thanks to Cllr Geoff Jones and anyone else involved in getting the council to remove all the bags of rubbish that kept collecting around it. Unfortunately it seems as though rubbish is appearing again.

Cllr Geoff Jones has provided the council’s telephone number for abandoned vehicles which is 0117 922 3838 and for dangerous or burnt out vehicles which is 0117 945 5419.

THE CORNER CLUB

The Corner Club has had a full programme of activities with exercises, sing-alongs, a sale of clothing (with a percentage of money raised going to the Corner Club), quizzes and word-games. Highlights have been a talk by Arthur Underwood on the Police Force in the 1950’s and a wonderful talk and slideshow on Rajasthan. A coffee morning and raffle was held on 18th October that raised £160 for Corner Club funds. In mid November there will be a visit to Clarks Village for Christmas shopping.

Sue Ryan 0117 956 9061

AOB

News is sometimes available on the SJRA website which is http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html (note the double ‘r’s).

SJRA members can attend committee meetings if they wish. Please contact Sally Newberry if you wish to do so.
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