ST. JOHN’S RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION NEWSHEET

WINTER 2004/5
NOTICES

This year’s AGM will be held at 7:30pm on Wednesday, 27th April in Alma Church Hall (Bethesda, on St. John’s Road/Alma Road).
We are seeking nominations for Chair, Secretary and Treasurer (Chair having to retire one year earlier than expected, Secretary has served full term and Treasurer has served one year more than term). Any nominations can be sent to Sally Newberry before the AGM.
At the AGM we will be collecting subscriptions for the coming year (£3.00 for families and £2.00 for individuals). Also, if you have not paid last year’s subscription, then please can you do so as soon as possible or let us know if you no longer wish to be a member.
Greg Nunan
PLANNING

The application noted in the last Newsheet to convert a vacant warehouse at 15 King's Parade Mews into a mews house was withdrawn and a similar application to convert a warehouse at 59A Alma Rd into two houses has been refused. But there is continuing pressure to turn houses into flats and applications to do this at 34 St Paul's Rd, 6 Upper Belgrave Rd and 169 Whiteladies Rd have all been approved. Some of these conversions are almost certainly designed as student lettings and students are not always ideal neighbours. Unrestricted 'studentification' has been found to produce serious problems in some areas and we must guard against it. However, an application to change 105 Pembroke Rd from a hotel into a family home has also been approved and this is a welcome move in the reverse direction. 

There have been applications for loft conversions at 49 and 51 Alma Rd, with the installation of Mansard roofs and large numbers of roof-lights. We feel this would detract significantly from the appearance of this road. We have also watched with some despair while the work carried out at 32 Hurle Crescent without planning permission - the erection of a large area of raised decking and other changes - was given 'retrospective approval'. The planners too often capitulate in this way to developers who ignore the planning laws. 

The two major sites awaiting development in or near our area are the ABC Cinema in Whiteladies Rd and the Clifton Pool in Southleigh Road/Oakfield Place. It was recently reported in the Evening Post that the Pool was to be taken over by the owners of the Glass Boat and redeveloped, but so far no new planning application has been submitted for the site. The cinema, on the other hand, has been the subject of a very detailed planning application by the firm Medinbrand, who now propose to retain one of the three cinema screens (including some booths at the back where one can eat a meal and watch the screen at the same time) and turn the site of the other two into a very large restaurant, big enough to seat 500 people or more. Along with a number of others, we very much doubt whether such a large restaurant would be commercially viable and we suspect that the owners would soon be pressing hard to turn the place into a superbar or night club. We have made it clear to the planners that in our view this would be completely unacceptable and that the application should only be granted on condition that this does not happen.
Bob Chambers

LICENSING

The new Licensing Act (2003) is now in the process of being implemented. On Feb 7th licensees could begin to submit their applications - either to continue trading as before, or to change their operating hours etc. At the time of writing, few applications have been received by the Council's Licensing Committee, but they will soon begin to arrive in increasing numbers and we shall need to spend a good deal of time going through them - and where necessary, opposing them. We have been working closely here, for several years, with Roger Mortimer of Redland and Cotham Amenities Society (RCAS), whose area includes the East side of Whiteladies Rd. In trying to preserve the amenity of our area, we shall need all the help we can get from members of SJRA, if they can let us know of undesirable activity or disturbance. 

The new system comes into full operation next November; meanwhile, there have been several applications under the old system to be reported. Caffe Gusto, which operates on the island site outside Clifton Down shopping centre, has applied for and been granted permission to serve alcoholic drinks, but only to customers seated at tables inside or at most 4 ft outside the premises and not to those further out in their growing empire of tables. This may prove difficult to enforce. We were unhappy about this, but the police thought these conditions acceptable, so that objections from us would almost certainly have been fruitless. 

Henderson's night club, which occupies the basement of 133 Whiteladies Rd, has been taken over by the owners of Henry Africa, who have applied to continue serving alcohol until 2 am, but to remove the restriction to members only. Here again, the police felt they had little grounds to object and along with RCAS we have felt it best to defer our objections until the matter comes before the Council's Licensing Committee, as it will in due course have to. 

Fine Line, 59-61 Whiteladies Rd, have applied to remove the condition on their licence that drink cannot be served in the 'restaurant' part of the premises, except to people seated in that area and having meals. They had made a similar application 4 years ago, which was refused. However, the police now feel that it is unreasonable to impose this condition after 9 pm and we are inclined to agree.

Lastly, Touareg, 77 Whiteladies Rd, have applied for a 'public entertainment licence' (PEL), which was somewhat surprising: a PEL is something one associates with loud noise late at night from night clubs, not with a reasonably quiet and pleasant restaurant and, along with RCAS, we objected strongly to this. However, at a recent hearing it transpired that they merely wanted a single belly dancer to perform quietly on one evening a week and we agreed to a PEL allowing just that, which has now been granted.
Bob Chambers

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Beware of people calling at the door of elderly/vulnerable householders stating that they are giving away plants. They then engage the householder in conversation whilst another person gains access to the property and in some cases has stolen large amounts of cash. The persons are usually 2 males and 1 female (with a pony tail).

If you have internet access then you might like to look at the local beat page
http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk:8230/localnew/servlet/Beat?beatnumber=CR163 which has some interesting and locally relevant information.
Don’t forget the new number for non-emergency calls to Avon and Somerset Constabulary which is 0845 456 7000.

Elinor Whitaker is able to pass on, via e-mail, Neighbourhood Watch warnings that are received from Avon and Somerset Police. If you are interested in receiving these then please contact Elinor.

ENVIRONMENT

The Noise Control Dept at the Council is very helpful with any noise problems that you may have. Their telephone number is 0117 922 3810. Their office hours are Sunday to Tuesday 8am - 12pm, Wed 8am - 1am and Friday to Saturday 7am - 3.30am. Even when the team are not there outside of these hours, there is sometimes a real person to answer the phone and give advice. If you make a complaint then a case officer is appointed whom you can then contact if you want. They will quite often send a letter out straight away to the person who is making the noise; apparently this is usually enough to put things right. Sometimes people tend to put up with unreasonable noise when they could do something to improve the situation. The Dept also sends out some very useful leaflets about domestic noise.

THE CORNER CLUB

The Corner Club has continued with an exercise session every fortnight and a varied selection of entertainments and activities in between including word games and quizzes, including a quiz organised by one of the members herself.

There was a wonderful talk with slides on China with details about the local customs, history and stories together with a follow up talk, again with slides, entitled “In the Steps of Genghis Khan”. There was also an excellent slide show on Scotland.
Before Christmas there was a present and card giving session followed by a meal. This was followed, on 31st January, by a New Year meal that was enjoyed by all. A raffle at this event also raised money.
Musically, an excellent harpist cam along and played some tunes and some children from St Johns School came and performed some songs and told stories. This was particularly appreciated as the members always like to see youngsters. Most recently a music teacher from Clifton College came together with some students who performed some songs and instrumental pieces which were thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Finally, there was a session with Sarah Lucas (who is taking over from Alan Heaton-Ward) where some photographs were taken of the group. These were then signed and framed and given to Alan Heaton-Ward as a gift.
Sue Ryan 0117 956 9061

AOB

Unfortunately the planned SJRA fête has been cancelled due to an apparent lack of interest.

News is sometimes available, along with previous copies of the Newsheet, on the SJRA website which is http://www.digitalbristol.org/members/sjrra/sjrra1.html (note the double ‘r’s).

SJRA members can attend committee meetings if they wish. Please contact Sally Newberry if you wish to do so.
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